
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati

The Special Commission relative to Aviation in this
Commonwealth, created by Chapter 26 of the Resolves
of 1927, recommended that the East Boston airport be
leased to the City of Boston for twenty years.

The Department of Public Works and the City have
entered into an agreement for a lease of the airport for
a period of twenty years. It provides for the payment
of rent at the rate of $l.OO per year for the first ten
years, and that for the remaining ten years, “the rent
shall be an amount which shall be determined by a
special commission which shall consist of three members;
one member of which shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth, one member by the Mayor
of the City of Boston and one member appointed by
the Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court”. The proposed lease further provides that the
City “may erect buildings, construct and maintain
water, sewer and drain pipes and conduits for wires and
other similar structures and do such grading and filling
and construction of runways and do such other work
as may be necessary for the development and use of
said airport”, and that at the end of the twenty year
period the Commonwealth will “when an appropriation
is made therefor by the General Court, pay to the Lessee
(the city) such sum as shall represent the fair value at
that time of all filling and grading performed at the
expense of the Lessee, but not in excess of the actual
first cost of the same to the Lessee, and without any
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allowance for interest on expenditures made by the
Lessee, and also such sum as shall represent the fair
value, if any, to the Lessor, for the then intended use
of said premises, of such runways, buildings and other
structures as have been built by and at the expense of
the Lessee, such values to be determined by a special
commission to be appointed in the same manner as
herein provided for the determination of rent for the
second ten year period of the term of this lease; pro-
vided, however, it is understood and agreed that, after
the termination of this lease, the Lessee may remove
from said premises any buildings or other structures
erected or placed thereon by the Lessee and that the
Lessor shall not be required to pay therefor under any
of the foregoing provisions or otherwise”.

The terms of this proposed lease to the City are gen-
erous. The Commonwealth can afford to be generous
in permitting the City to use the tract of filled land now
occupied by the airport during the period covered by
the lease. At the end of this period it should be evident
what the future of the district in which the airport lies
is to be. At that time the Commonwealth will be able
to determine whether the land in question should be
continued in use as an airport or whether the area should
be devoted to manufacturing or commerce. Under the
terms of this lease the City undertakes to provide air-
port facilities for the period of twenty years pending
the final determination as to what use is to be made of
the land.

I recommend the enactment of legislation in broad
terms to authorize the Department of Public Works to
lease to the City of Boston, for airport purposes, land
of the Commonwealth in East Boston in the control of
said department, the lease to be subject to such terms,
conditions and restrictions as the Governor and Council
may approve, and that the Department be further
authorized to include in the lease a provision binding
the Commonwealth, at the end of the term of twenty
years, to reimburse the City for expenditures made by
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it for filling and grading at the airport performed at
the expense of the City, and also such sum as shall
represent the fair value, if any, to the Commonwealth for
the then intended use of the premises of such runways,
buildings and other structures as have been built by
and at the expense of the City.

The Mayor of Boston has requested me to recom-
mend that the City be authorized to borrow $250,000
outside the debt limit for the construction of buildings,
water, sewer and drain pipes, beacons, conduits for
wires, and other similar structures, and for such grad-
ing, filling and construction of runways and other con-
struction as may be desirable for the development and
use of the airport. I recommend that this request of
the Mayor be given due consideration.

ALVAN T. FULLER.




