
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Hotel Associa-
tion, by George H. Clark, secretary, for legislation to provide pun-
ishment for frauds on hotel keepers and others. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act to punish Frauds on Hotel Keepers and
Others.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. GeneralLaws, chapter one hundred
2 and forty, section twelve, is hereby amended by
3 inserting at the end thereof the following:
4 Proof that lodging, food or other accommodation
5 was obtained by a false or fictitious showing or
6 pretense of baggage, or that the person refused or
7 neglected to pay for such food, lodging or other
8 accommodation upon demand, or that he or she
9 departed from or left the premises without paying

10 for such food, lodging or other accommodation,
11 shall be presumptive evidence of the fraudulent
12 intent mentioned in this section; but this section
13 shall not apply in cases where there has been a
14 special agreement for delay in payment, so as
15 to read as follows: Whoever puts up at an inn
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16 or boarding house and, without having an express
17 agreement for credit, procures food, entertain-
-18 ment or accommodation without paying therefor,
19 and with intent to cheat or defraud the owner or
20 keeper thereof; or, with such intent, obtains
21 credit at an inn or boarding house for such food,
22 entertainment or accommodation by means of any
23 false show of baggage or effects brought thereto
24 or, with such intent, removes or causes to be
25 removed any baggage or effects from an inn or
26 boarding house while a lien exists thereon for the
27 proper charges due from him for fare and board
28 furnished therein, shall be punished by a fine of
29 not more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment for
30 not more than three months.
31 Proof that lodging, food or other accommoda
32 tion was obtained by a false or fictitious showing
33 or pretense of baggage, or that the person refused
34 or neglected to pay for such food, lodging or other
35 accommodation upon demand, or that he or she
36 departed from or left the premises without paying
37 for such food, lodging or other accommodation,
38 shall be presumptive evidence of the fraudulent
39 intent mentioned in this section; but this section
40 shall not apply in cases where there has been a
41 special agreement for delay in payment.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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