
To accompany the petition of Eiiand F. Fish that the operation
of the Public Opinion law, so called, be restricted to questions of
policy within the exclusive legislative jurisdiction of the Common-
wealth. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act restricting the Operation of the Public
Opinion Law, so-called, to Questions of Policy
within the Exclusive Legislative Jurisdiction of
the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section nineteen of chapter fifty-three of
2 the General Laws, as amended by chapter
3 ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-five, is hereby further amended by
5 inserting after the word “policy” in the ninth
6 line the words: within the exclusive legisla-
-7 tive jurisdiction of the commonwealth, and
8 by inserting after the word “policy” in the tenth
9 line the words; as aforesaid, so as to read

10 as follows: Section 19. On an application
11 signed by twelve hundred voters in any sena-
-12 torial district, or by two hundred voters in any
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13 representative district, asking for the submission
14 to the voters of that senatorial or representative
15 district of any question of instructions to the
16 senator or representatives from that district, and
17 stating the substance thereof, the attorney gen-
-18 eral shall upon request of the state secretary
19 determine whether or not such question is one
20 of public policy within the exclusive legislative
21 jurisdiction of the commonwealth, and if such
22 question is determined to be one of public policy
23 as aforesaid, the state secretary and the attorney
24 general shall draft it in such simple, unequivocal
25 and adequate form as shall be deemed best
26 suited for presentation upon the ballot. Upon
27 the fulfilment of the requirements of this and
28 the two following sections the state secretary
29 shall place such question on the official ballot to
30 be used in that senatorial or representative dis-
-31 trict at the next state election.






