
SENATE .... No. 300

Senate, March 19, 1929.

The committee on Railroads, to whom were referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as
relates to the abolition of grade crossings of railroads
and public ways; the petition (with accompanying re-
solve, Senate, No. 200) of Robert E. Bigney for the ap-
pointment of a special commission (including members of
the General Court) to investigate relative to the abolition
of grade crossings in the Commonwealth; petition (with
accompanying resolve, House, No. 435) of Thomas J.
and James D. Burns for an investigation by the Depart-
ments of Public Utilities and Public Works relative to the
abolition of grade crossings of railroads and public ways
and to the improvement of connections between main lines
of travel; petition (with accompanying bill, House, No.
507) of Tony A. Garofano that railroad corporations be
required by the Department of Public Utilities to provide
gates and gatemen at all grade crossings of their lines
and public ways; and petition (with accompanying bill,
House, No. 719) of John J. Murphy that the Department
of Public Works be authorized to prepare a plan for the
abolition of all grade crossings of railroads and public
ways, report the accompanying Resolve (Senate, No.
300).

For the committee

Cbe Commontoealti) of e^assacjnisetts

JAMES G. MORAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to
the Abolition of Grade Crossings.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission,
2 to consist of two members of the senate to be
3 designated by the president thereof, three mem-
-4 bers of the house of representatives to be desig-
-5 nated by the speaker thereof, the chairman of
6 the commission in the department of public
7 utilities, the commissioner of public works,
8 and two members to be appointed by the governor,
9 is hereby established to investigate the procedure

10 necessary to promote the abolition of grade
11 crossings in the commonwealth; the method
12 now required by law for proceedings preliminary
13 to the abolition of such grade crossings, and
14 what changes, if any, are necessary or desirable
15 therein; the apportionment of the cost of the
16 abolition of grade crossings and what revision
17 thereof may equitably be required by changed
18 traffic conditions and methods of transportation;
19 whether a department or commission of the
20 commonwealth should be vested with the power
21 to determine the order of necessity and public
22 convenience in which such abolitions should
23 proceed; and other matters relating to the
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24 abolition of such grade crossings and the dis-
-25 tribution of the cost thereof.
26 Said commission shall be provided with quar-
-27 ters in the state house or elsewhere, shall hold
28 hearings, may require the attendance and testi-
-29 mony of witnesses and the production of books
30 and papers, and may administer oaths to witnesses
31 appearing before it. The commission may expend,
32 after an appropriation has been made, for clerical
33 and other services and expenses, such sums, not
34 exceeding two thousand dollars, as may be ap-
-35 proved by the governor and council. The com-
-36 mission shall report to the general court the
37 results of its investigations and its recommenda-
-38 tions, if any, together with drafts of legislation
39 necessary to carry its recommendations into
40 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
41 house of representatives not later than the first
42 Wednesdav in December in the current year.




