
To accompany the petition of Donald W. Nicholson for legislation
relative to the operation within the Commonwealth of motor vehicles
owned by certain non-residents. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Operation within the Com-
monwealth of Motor Vehicles owned by Certain
Non-residents.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would, in part, defeat its purpose, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-4 sary for the immediate preservation of the public
5 convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety of
2 the General Laws, as amended by section one of
3 chapter four hundred and sixty-four of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and twenty-three and by
5 chapter one hundred and eighty-nine of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and twenty-four and by
7 section two of chapter three hundred and six-
-8 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-9 eight, is hereby further amended by striking out

10 the paragraph beginning with the words “Non-
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11 resident”, as appearing in said chapter one hun-
-12 dred and eighty-nine, and inserting in place thereof
13 the following; “Non-resident”, any resident of
14 any state or country who has no regular place of
15 abode in the commonwealth for a period of more
16 than three months in the year or place of business
17 in the commonwealth for a period of more than
18 thirty days in the year; provided, that any such
19 resident who owns a commercial motor vehicle
20 which is operated in the commonwealth for more
21 than thirty days in the year shall not, as to such
22 vehicle, be deemed a non-resident.

1 Section 2. Section three of said chapter
2 ninety, as amended by section one of chapter
3 four hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out all after the word
6 “ten” in the seventh line down to and including
7 the word “final” in the sixteenth line; and by
8 striking out all after the word “chapter” in the
9 twenty-seventh line, so as to read as follows:

10 Section 3. Subject to the provisions of section
11 three A, a motor vehicle or trailer owned by a
12 non-resident who has complied with the laws
13 relative to motor vehicles and trailers, and the
14 operation thereof, of the state or country in which
15 he resides may be operated on the ways of this
16 commonwealth without registration except as

17 otherwise provided in section ten. The registrar
18 may suspend or revoke the right of any non-
-19 resident operator to operate in this common-
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20 wealth, and may suspend or revoke the right of
21 any owner to operate or have operated in this
22 commonwealth any motor vehicle or trailer for
23 the same causes and under the same conditions
24 that he can take such action regarding resident
25 owners, operators, motor vehicles and trailers
26 owned in this commonwealth. Every such
27 vehicle so operated shall have displayed upon it
28 two number plates, substantially as provided
29 in section six, bearing the distinguishing number
30 or mark of the state in which the owner thereof
31 resides, and none other until the vehicle is regis-
-32 tered in accordance with this chapter.

1 Section 3. Section thirty-three of said chap-
-2 ter ninety, as most recently amended by section
3 five of chapter three hundred and sixteen of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the para-
-6 graph contained in the eighty-fifth to the ninety-
-7 second lines, inclusive, and inserting in place
8 thereof the following: For the registration of
9 every motor vehicle or trailer by an owner who

10 applies therefor under section two during the
11 period beginning with the first day of October and
12 ending with the thirty-first day of December in
13 any year, one half of the fee for a full year’s regis-
-14 tration of such vehicle, and by striking out
15 the paragraph contained in the ninety-third to
16 the ninety-fifth lines, inclusive.

1 Section 4. Section four of said chapter ninety
2 is hereby repealed.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter ninety, as amended
2 in section ten by section four of chapter four
3 hundred and sixty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out said section ten and
6 inserting in place thereof the following: —-

7 Section 10. No person shall operate a motor
8 vehicle upon any way unless licensed under this
9 chapter, except as is otherwise herein provided;

10 but this section shall not prevent the operation of
11 motor vehicles by unlicensed persons if riding
12 with or accompanied by a licensed operator, ex-
-13 cepting only persons who have been licensed and
14 whose licenses are not in force because of revo-
-15 cation or suspension, persons whose right to
16 operate has been suspended by the registrar, and
17 persons less than sixteen years of age; but such
18 licensed operator shall be liable for the violation
19 of any provision of this chapter, or of any regu-

-20 lation made in accordance herewith, committed
21 by such unlicensed operator; provided, that the
22 examiners of operators, in the employ of the
23 registrar, when engaged in their official duty,
24 shall not be liable for the acts of any person who
25 is being examined. The motor vehicle of a
26 non-resident may be operated on the ways of the
27 commonwealth in accordance with section three
28 by its owner or by his chauffeur or employee
29 without a license from the registrar if the operator
30 is duly licensed under the laws of the state or
31 country in which he resides, or has complied fully
32 with its laws respecting the licensing of operators
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33 of motor vehicles and has such license or evidence
34 of such compliance on his person or in the ve-
-35 hide in some easily accessible place; and a non-
-36 resident who holds a license to operate motor
37 vehicles under the laws of the state or country in
38 which he resides, and has the license on his person
39 or in the vehicle in some easily accessible place,
40 may operate, without a license from the regis-
-41 trar, any type of motor vehicle which he is licensed
42 to operate under said license, provided, that, as
43 finally determined by the registrar, his state or
44 country grants substantially similar privileges to
45 residents of this commonwealth and prescribes
46 and enforces standards of fitness for operators of
47 motor vehicles substantially as high as those
48 prescribed and enforced by this commonwealth;
49 but if any such non-resident, or his chauffeur or

50 employee, be convicted by any court or trial
51 justice of violating any provision of the laws of
52 the commonwealth relating to motor vehicles
53 or to the operation thereof, whether or not he
54 appeals, he shall be thereafter subject to and
55 required to comply with all the provisions of this
56 chapter relating to the registration of motor
57 vehicles owned by residents of the common-
-58 wealth and the licensing of the operators thereof.
59 A record of the trial shall be sent forthwith by
60 the court or trial justice to the registrar.
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