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SPECIAL REPORT

OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CERTAIN AREAS IN MEDFORD TAKEN OVER
BY THE COMMONWEALTH WITH A VIEW
TO THEIR IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AS A PART OF THE MYSTIC RIVER
RESERVATION.
[Metropolitan Affairs

Metropolitan

District Commission,
November 27,

1 Ashburton Place, Boston,

1929.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

On May 7, 1929, the following Resolve, chapter 32,
was approved by the Governor;

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be authorized
and directed to investigate the subject matter of current house docu-

ment numbered six hundred and ninety-seven, relative to the improvement and development of certain areas in the city of Medford taken
over by the commonwealth, with a view to their improvement and
development as a part of the Mystic river reservation. The commission shall report to the general court its findings and its recommendations, if any, together with plans and estimates of cost and
drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before the
first Wednesday in December in the current year.

The Metropolitan District Commission has investigated the subject matter of House Document No. 697,
relative to the improvement and development of certain
areas in the city of Medford taken over by the Commonwealth, with a view to their improvement and develop-
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ment as a part of the Mystic River Reservation. In the
course of its investigation hearings were held which were
attended by representatives of the city of Medford. The
Commission submits its findings and recommendations.
House Document No. G97 provides as follows
Section 1. Subject to the provisions of section two of this act
the metropolitan district commission may expend the sum of two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the purpose of constructing,
improving and developing playgrounds, bathing beaches and improving various playground areas in the lower Mystic river land off Mystic
and Riverside avenues; on the Mystic river basin at Winthrop street
and Mystic valley parkway; and at the lower Mystic lake off Mystic
valley parkway near the source of the Mystic river, or this amount
may be in their discretion expended in the development of any or
each of the above areas and may be used for the purpose of suitable
playgrounds, bathing beaches and the erection of one or more bath
houses.

Section 2. To meet the expenditures provided for in section one
there shall be appropriated in nineteen hundred and twenty-nine a
sum not to exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and in
nineteen hundred and thirty the sum of fifty thousand dollars. The
aforesaid sums shall be taken from the fund arising from the tax
levied for the general expenses of the metropolitan district commission
or by bond issue or otherwise as the said commission may recommend.

The areas described in section 1 are included in the
area of the Mystic Valley owned by the Commonwealth
between Wellington bridge and the Lower Mystic Lake.
There are three areas described in the bill: (1) “in the
lower Mystic river land off Mystic and Riverside
avenues,” or from Wellington bridge to Cradock bridge;
(2) “on the Mystic river basin at Winthrop street and
Mystic valley parkway;” (3) “at the lower Mystic lake
off Mystic Valley parkway near the source of the Mystic
river.”
1.

The Lower Mystic River Land

off

Mystic

and

Riverside Avenues.

The report of the preliminary Metropolitan Park
Commission to the Legislature of 1893 suggested, through
the report and plan of Charles Eliot, its landscape archi-
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tect, a river road and parkway drive from Winchester
along Aberjona River and Mystic Lake and Mystic
River to and across the marshes of Malden River and
through a portion of the cities of Everett and Chelsea,
across Snake Creek and Revere marshes to Revere
Beach.
Following the recommendations contained in that
report the land required for these parkways, with additional areas for reservation purposes, was acquired, and
all the parkways have been built except the link between
the Mystic Valley Parkway at Main Street, Medford,
following and crossing the Mystic River to connect with
the Revere Beach Parkway at the Fellsway. A short
section of this parkway has been built with a temporary
connection with Mystic Avenue, a State highway.
Between Wellington bridge and Cradock bridge along
both sides of the Mystic River for most of the distance
about 210 acres of marsh land was acquired. Of this
area about 204 acres were acquired by the Park Commission of Medford, acting in conjunction with the
Metropolitan Park Commission. This land was transferred by the Medford Park Commission to the Commonwealth by deed dated December 9, 1914, for the
term of ninety-nine years. The deed contains the
following provisions:
This transfer is made for the express purpose of providing for the
care and control, including police protection, and development by
said Board of the premises herein transferred, and more particularly
to make possible the immediate extension by said Board of the Mystic
Valley Parkway to Mystic Avenue as authorized and provided for in
chapter 699 of the Acts of the year 1912, and for the further extension
of said Parkway so as to connect the same with the Middlesex Fells
and Revere Beach parkways so soon as the necessary funds therefor
shall have been appropriated by the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.
This transfer is made with the express understanding that said
Board shall, and said Board hereby agrees to, retransfer to said Park
Commission, at any time upon thirty (30) days’ notice in writing
given by said Park Commission to said Board, the whole or any part
of that portion of the premises herein transferred which lies on the
north side of said Mystic River and west and northwest of the red
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line shown on said plan and marked “A. B.” thereon, and further to
retransfer to said Park Commission, upon thirty (30) days’ notice in
writing given by said Park Commission to said Board, any portion of
the remainder of said premises herein transferred, which, in the
judgment of said Board, shall not be deemed necessary to provide
for the location and construction of the parkways and driveways
substantially as indicated on said plan, and for such incidental
levelopment as
be deemed desirable by said Be

The line “A. B.” as shown on the plan (on file) would
include most of the land transferred by the city of
Medford lying on the northerly side of the Mystic River,
except that required for the location of the roadway as
proposed to be constructed.
While there appears to be no definite agreement
between the Metropolitan Park Commission and the
city of Medford, except as contained in this deed, that
this section of parkway would be built and the area
improved and developed, it undoubtedly was acquired
for that purpose, and both commissions felt it desirable
that these improvements should be made as soon as
funds could be made available for the purpose.
No improvement of this area has ever been made, and
the representatives of the city of Medford feel that the
Commonwealth should take some steps toward this
development.

In 1904 the Metropolitan Park Commission had an
investigation made by John R. Freeman, civil engineer,
of conditions in the valleys of the Mystic River and
Alewife Brook above Cradock bridge. Following the
recommendations contained in that report a lock gate
and weir was built at Cradock bridge, and the tide
waters excluded and a fixed water level established,
resulting in draining and sweetening the meadows along
these streams and improving health conditions. The
land above Cradock bridge has been transformed from
salt marshes to meadows, and while much of the land
has not been formally developed, it could be improved
with relatively small expense.
Mystic Avenue is a State highway and connects with
Mystic Valley Parkway and the Fellsway, running along
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the southerly side of Mystic River and substantially
parallel with the proposed route of Mystic Valley Parkway between Main Street, Medford and Fellsway at
Revere Beach Parkway, lying mostly on the northerly
side of the river. Mystic Avenue answers substantially
the demands of a roadway for general traffic, and the
construction of this link of parkway for traffic purposes
is not especially urgent, although it would be desirable
as a parkway and as an access and aid to the development
of the adjoining park lands and adjacent property.
The methods by which these marshes and flats can
best be developed should be carefully studied, whether
by dredging and filling, or by the construction of another
tide gate lower on the Mystic River, possibly at a point
below the confluence of the Malden River to include also
the low areas along the valley of this stream.
the practicaA number of problems are involved,
such
an
as comdesirability
improvement
of
bility and
pared to the cost involved and its effect upon health
conditions and navigation. The northerly portion of
Wellington bridge was burned in 1914 and was rebuilt by
a concrete structure. The southerly part of the bridge
is still a pile structure. The cost of maintenance and
repairs is disproportionate to the cost of rebuilding, and
it will have to be rebuilt within a few years. The desirability of rebuilding this bridge, or this part of the bridge,
in connection with such an improvement is well worth
consideration.
The Commission recommends that a thorough investigation be made of the conditions involved in the improvement of the lands of the Commonwealth in the lower
Mystic River and Malden River valleys, including the
reconstruction of the southerly portion of Wellington
bridge; that this investigation be made by this Commission and the Department of Public Health as a joint
commission, for which purpose a special appropriation of
115,000 be made.
A draft of a resolve to carry this recommendation into
effect accompanies this report.

6

2.

SENATE

-

No. 10.

Ihe Mystic River Basin

at Winthrop

[Jan.

Street

and Mystic Valley Parkway.

At the hearings given to the representatives of the city
of Medford and other parties interested, little, if any,
mention was made of this section. There now exists a
considerable area of land used for playground purposes,
including a football and baseball field. A larger portion
could at moderate expense be made available if there is a
demand for its use. The Commission is glad to allow the
local communities the use of such areas where this does
not interfere with a more general use, but does feel that
the local community should bear the expense of maintaining the playgrounds, as Dilboy Field in Somerville
and Manchester Field in Winchester are maintained.
No recommendation is made so far as this area is concerned.
3.

Land at
Valley
Mystic

Lower Mystic Lake off Mystic
Parkway near the Source of the

the

River.

At the lower end of the lower Mystic Lake, just off
Mystic Valley Parkway, is a small beach which is used
quite extensively by bathers during the summer season.
There are no parking facilities except on the parkway;
the beach area is small and the use by bathers is objectionable to near-by residents and interferes with traffic
on the parkway. There is an area to the west and south
of the beach now used which could be developed, but
there are no toilet facilities, and no sewer connection is
obtainable except at considerable expense. The shore is
rocky and would need to be sanded. The Commission
feels that the use of this area for bathing should not be
further developed at the present time, but should be
restricted so far as possible to women and children and
residents in the immediate vicinity within walking
distance.

On the southerly shore of the upper Mystic Lake,
about a mile above this area on the lower Mystic Lake,
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is an admirable beach for bathing, which is now very
extensively used and affords one of the best opportunities
for fresh-water bathing on Metropolitan lands. An
adequate area is owned upon which a parking area
could be provided. There are now two small dressing
rooms with toilet facilities that are entirely inadequate.
A sewer connection is available. This location can much
better serve the public with fresh-water bathing facilities than the location at Lower Mystic Lake.
The
Commission recommends that an adequate bath house,
with dressing rooms and lockers and proper toilet
facilities, be built at a cost of not exceeding $50,000,
for which a special appropriation should be made.
Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
WM. F. ROGERS,
GEO. B. WASON,
Metropolitan District Commission.
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CJjc Commontocalti) oi 9@assacJnisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Metropolitan District Commission and the Department of
Public Health relative to the Advisability of Developing a Section of the Mystic River and the Malden
River for Recreational and Other Uses.

Resolved,

That the metropolitan district commis-2 sion and the state department of public health, acting
3 jointly, are hereby authorized and directed to examine
4 the beds, shores and waters of the Mystic and Malden
5 rivers and the marshes adjacent thereto so far as they
6 are affected by the tides, and shall consider methods
7 by which these rivers and marshes can best be im-8 proved for recreational or other uses, whether by
9 dredging or filling the same, or by the construction of
10 a dam on the Mystic river at some point in the
11 neighborhood of Wellington bridge or of the mouth
12 of the Malden river.
13 Said joint board shall consider the practicability
14 and desirability of such an improvement, its effect
15 upon health conditions in the region about these
16 rivers and upon navigation, together with the desira-17 bility and practicability of rebuilding Wellington
18 bridge or any portion thereof in connection with such
1

19 improvement.
20 The said joint board may employ such engineering
21 and other assistance as it may deem necessary to
22 carry on the work herein authorized, and may fix
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their compensation subject to the approval of the
governor and council. Such appointments shall not
be subject to classification under sections forty-five
to fifty, inclusive, of chapter thirty of the General
Laws, and chapter thirty-one of the General Laws
shall not apply to removals, and appointments may
be wholly exempt from said chapter thirty-one, but
upon request of the joint board the division of civil
service shall hold special examinations.
The said joint board may expend such sum not
exceeding in the aggregate fifteen thousand dollars
as may be appropriated by the general court, the
same to be assessed upon the cities and towns of the
metropolitan parks district in proportion to their
respective taxable valuations, as defined in section
fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws.
The said board shall report to the general court
the results of its investigations and its recommendations, together with plans of the marshes and of any
dam, drainage system or other works which it may
recommend, including estimates of the cost of any
proposed works, together with drafts of legislation
to carry the same into effect, by filing the same with
the clerk of the house of representatives on or before
the first Wednesday in December in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty-one, and shall at the same time
file a copy of said report with the budget commissioner.

