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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN
PLANNING AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE COST
OF CONSTRUCTING A WAY FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES AND OTHER TRAFFIC IN
NEWTON AND WESTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

November 30, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Asseinbled.

The Legislature of 1929 passed the following resolve:

Cfte Commontocaltft of Massachusetts

Chapter 19,

Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to the Ad-
visability and Cost of constructing a Way for Motor
Vehicles and Other Traffic in the City of Newton and

the Town of Weston.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro-
politan district commission and the department of public works, acting
jointly, are hereby authorized and directed to investigate the advisa-
bility and cost of laying out and constructing, as outlined in section
four of thebill printed in current house document number fifty-one, a
convenient and adequate way for motor vehicles and other traffic in
the city of Newton and the town of Weston, extending from Common-
wealth avenue near Auburndale park in said city to a point in said town
near the intersection of Church street and North avenue, or any sub-
stitutive, alternative or additional route therefor. The joint board
shall report to the general court their findings and recommendations,
together with drafts of legislation to carry the same into effect, by
filing the same with the clerk of the senate not later than the first
Wednesday of December in the current year.

Approved April 11, 1929.

The resolve referred to a proposal for the construction
of a highway leading from Commonwealth Avenue at a
point approximately 2,000 feet north of the Norumhega
bridge over the Charles River, and thence extending in a
general northerly direction across the Charles River and
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over public ways and private lands to River Street in
Weston, one of the main thoroughfares between Boston,
Worcester and New York, and thence still further north-
erly to Kendall Green, where a connection would be made
with the main thoroughfare leading from Boston to Fitch-
burg, Greenfield and North Adams.

Undoubtedly this thoroughfare would be of great value
if constructed, but, since its plans were made, the Depart-
ment of Public Works has determined to reconstruct the
old turnpike between Boston and Worcester as a most
modern and up-to-date motorway. This new route will
undoubtedly lessen the traffic over River Street, which is
now the main road to Worcester. The town of Weston is
also planning, in co-operation with the State and the
county, to reconstruct Newton Street between Norum-
bega and Weston Center, thus giving a good connection
between Commonwealth Avenue and the present highway
to Worcester.

In view of the large expenditures required for these two
projects, it is the feeling of the Division of Metropolitan
Planning and the Department of Public Works that the
construction of the highway referred to in chapter 19 of
the Resolves of 1929 may well be deferred, and that no
action should be taken at the present time.
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