
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In compliance with Chapter 127, Section 152, of
the General Laws, I submit herewith a report of the
exercise of the pardoning power by the Governor, with
the advice of the Council, during the year nineteen
hundred and twenty-nine.

FRANK G. ALLEN

SENATE . . . . No. 53

Cfic Commontoealtl) of aSassacinißetts

Executive Department.
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George T. Perry. Perry was sentenced June
23, 1926, from the Middlesex Superior Court to
serve a term of two and one half to three years,
and two and one half to three years from and after
in the Massachusetts State Prison, and one year in
the House of Correction from and after for the
crimes of receiving stolen goods and conspiracy.
A report from the Chairman of the Board of Parole
showed that Perry was in a serious condition
physically and permanently disabled, and it appeared
that the appeal from his wife praying that she might
be allowed to care for him at home might wisely
be granted. Attorney General Joseph E. Warner
and District Attorney Robert T. Bushnell having
been notified and making no objection, the sentence
of Perry was commuted by His Excellency on
February 27, 1929.

Frank A. La Grant. —La Grant was sen-
tenced October 22, 1928, from the Hampshire
Superior Court to serve a term of two years in the
House of Correction at Northampton and a fine of
S5OO for the crime of accessory before the fact
(larceny). From a careful investigation it subse-
quently appeared that a substantial sum in restitu-
tion was made by the defendant and that his wife
and five young children were in destitute circum-
stances and in need of his support. District Attor-
ney Charles Fairhurst, Honorable Henry C. Davis,
Justice of the District Court of Eastern Hampshire,
J. Gardner Lincoln, Clerk and Probation Officer of
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said court, B. W. Buckley, Chief of Police of Ware,
and the Chairman of the Board of Parole all recom-
mended executive clemency. La Grant was pardoned
on parole conditions on May 29, 1929.

Frank Colburn. Colburn was sentenced June
1, 1928, from the Worcester Superior Court to
serve a term of eight to twelve years in the Massa-
chusetts State Prison for the crime of breaking,
entering and larceny. For this crime Colburn was
first placed on probation, no other record appearing
against him. Later, he was surrendered in court
for violation of his probation and was then sentenced
as above stated. It was argued that the sentence
was excessive. The Board of Parole, following an
official hearing, unanimously recommended clemency
as did District Attorney Charles B. Rugg and the
probation officer. A letter by the Governor of the
State of Rhode Island favorable to the petition was
also submitted. July 17, 1929, His Excellency
commuted the sentence of Frank Colburn and he
was released.

Joseph H. Seaton. Seaton was sentenced on
May 8, 1905, from the Hampden Superior Court
to serve a life term at the Massachusetts State
Prison for the crime of murder in the second degree.
The crime was committed under provocation. Dr.
A. \\ arren Stearns, Commissioner of Correction,
submitted a communication setting forth the ex-
emplary conduct of Seaton during his long confine-
ment of nearly twenty-five years in prison and
recommended clemency. His communication was
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supported by a unanimous report from the Board of
Parole. On November 27, 1929, His Excellency
pardoned Seaton on parole conditions.

Sabatino Fantasia. Fantasia was sentenced
November 3, 1910, from the Worcester Superior
Court to serve a life term in the Massachu-
setts State Prison for the crime of murder in the
second degree. This crime was the result of an
altercation between Fantasia and another, evidence
having been adduced showing that the victim was
the aggressor. Dr. A. Warren Stearns, Commis-
sioner of Correction, who had made a careful study
of the case, and the Board of Parole recommended
his release. November 27, 1929, His Excellency
pardoned Fantasia on parole conditions.

Lester R. Gerald. Gerald was sentenced
November 2, 1925, from the Middlesex Superior
Court to serve a term of three to six years, and two
and one half to three years from and after, and two
and one half to three years from and after in the
Massachusetts State Prison for the crime of larceny.
Gerald had served more than four years of his
sentence and had submitted an attested confession
explaining in detail the circumstances of his offence.
He was Tax Collector for the Town of Wayland and
discrepancies were discovered in his books totaling
$70,000. Restitution, however, was made in the
sum of $55,000, the bonding company paying
$47,000 and Gerald’s wife and friends $B,OOO. There
wras a unanimous report from the Board of Parole
recommending clemency. December 23, 1929, His
Excellency pardoned Gerald on parole conditions.
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Joseph J. Oliver, John J. Flynn, Hyman

Gabowitz, Samuel Gabowitz. Oliver, Flynn,
and Hyman and Samuel Gabowitz were each
sentenced December 30, 1924, from the Hamp-
shire Superior Court to serve a term of fifteen
to twenty years in the Massachusetts State Prison
for the crime of rape. There were extenuating cir-
cumstances relating to this crime which appeared
to have followed a gay party. The petitions for
clemency were supported by a unanimous report of
the Board of Parole and a large number of reputable
citizens. Considering that the ends of justice had
been satisfied and that the offenders should be given
an opportunity to begin life anew, December 23,
1929, His Excellency pardoned on parole conditions
Joseph J. Oliver, John J. Flynn, Hyman Gabowitz,
and Samuel Gabowitz.








