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By Mr. Robert L. Lee of Boston, petition of Robert L. Lee
for legislation to change the designation of the municipal court

of the city of Boston and relative to the organization and jurisdiction of the Boston Juvenile Court and the district courts of the
county of Suffolk. Judiciary (Joint).

Cfje CommornuealtJ) of QpasgacJntsetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and

Thirty-One.

An Act changing the Designation of the Municipal
Court of the City of Boston, and relative to the
Organization, Jurisdiction, Powers and Duties of
Said Court and of the Other District Courts and of
the Boston Juvenile Court in Suffolk County.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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Section 1. The municipal court of the city of
Boston shall consist of one chief justice, sixteen
associate justices, sixteen special justices and one
associate and two special justices for juvenile cases.
Said court shall hereafter be known as the Boston
municipal court, and may alter its present seal
accordingly. Its judicial district shall be the county
of Suffolk. It shall have and exercise in said county
the same civil jurisdiction, and therein and in the
territory described in sections fifty-two and fiftythree of chapter two hundred and eighteen of the
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12 General Laws the same criminal jurisdiction, and
13 jurisdiction over wayward, delinquent and neglected
14 children, as said court or any of the courts named
15 in section fifteen of this act now have within their
16 present judicial districts.
Section 2. The justices of said court, acting
2 by a majority vote of the chief justice and all asso-3 date justices in office, shall, except so far as in-4 consistent with any express provisions of law or
5 the powers expressly given herein to the chief jus-6 tice, have general charge and control of the business
7 of said court; they shall determine and may from
8 time to time alter the place and time of sittings
9, of said court, and the several branches and divisions
10 thereof and the territorial divisions, and fix and
11 from time to time modify the designations thereof;
12 they may by standing orders determine the time and
13 place of return of all process issuing from said
14 court; they may fix the hours of attendance of the
15 justices, clerks and other officials of said court;
16 they may make such rules and regulations, not
17 inconsistent with any statute provision, for the
18 regulation of the practice and procedure, or the
19 transaction of the business of said court, as they
20 may deem necessary or expedient for the proper
21 administration of justice therein, and to secure so
22 far as may be uniformity in the several sessions and
23 branches thereof, and may from time to time modify
1

They may employ such stenographic service for said court as they may determine
to be necessary.
The chief justice and the associate justices shall
meet at least once in each month, except in July

24 or add to the same.
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29 and August, in each year and at such other times

by the chief justice, for the
consideration of such matters pertaining to the administration of justice in said court as may be
brought before them. At such meetings they shall
receive and investigate all complaints presented to
them pertaining to the said court or the officials
thereof, and shall take such action as they deem
37 suited thereto.
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Section 3. The chief justice, in addition to the
1
2 exercise of all the other powers of a justice of said
3 court, shall have general superintendence of the
He shall, except as limited
5 by section five of this act, from time to time make
6 such assignments for the attendance of a justice at
7 the several times and places appointed for holding
S the court and its branches or divisions as will be
9 most convenient and as will insure the prompt
10 performance of its duties. He may require from
11 the several officials of said court, at such times and
12 in such form and detail as he shall order, reports
13 showing the work done and the transactions of their
14 several departments. He shall have supervision of
15 the keeping of the records of said court, and may
16 prescribe the forms thereof. He shall allow bills
17 of costs, accounts, charges and expenses which arise
18 in said court, and shall certify to the public officer
19 by whom they are payable such amounts as are
20 allowed by him. He shall have power to direct
21 the purchase of supplies for said court, and by con-22 tract or otherwise to arrange for the transportation
23 of persons held upon its mittimuses. He shall give
24 his attention faithfully to the discharge of the
4 business of said court.
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duties especially pertaining to his
the performance of such additional
as he may be able to perform. He
cause to be prepared, printed and
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office, and to
judicial work
shall annually

transmitted to
the judicial council a report showing the business
of said court. He may appoint, to hold office at
his pleasure, an executive assistant at a salary not
to exceed four thousand dollars yearly.
Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of chief
justice, or he shall be absent, or otherwise incapacitated, the associate justice present who holds the
earliest commission shall act as chief justice during
such vacancy, absence or incapacity.
Section 4. The special justice of said court,
other than of the juvenile division, at the request
of the justice whose duty it may be to hold a session of said court, may, and in case of the illness or
absence of a justice or of a vacancy, at the request
of the other justices of said court or any of them
shall hold any sessions thereof. The chief justice
or acting chief justice, if in his opinion the public
business so requires, may also request such special
justices to hold additional sessions of the court, and
the clerk shall enter said request of record. During
the continuance of such requests, or during the time
of such illness, absence or vacancy, a special justice
shall have and exercise all the powers and duties
of a justice of said court. His compensation shall
be twenty-five dollars for each day’s services; and,
except when holding an additional session as above
provided, the compensation for services in excess
of thirty days in any one year which may be rendered to or for any one justice shall be deducted
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Suffolk from the
or special justice
justice
salary of such justice. No
of said court nor any person holding a clerical position therein shall be retained or employed in any
action, complaint or proceeding pending in said
court, or which has been examined or tried therein.

21 by the treasurer of the county of
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Section 5. There shall be a juvenile division of
2 said court, the sessions of which shall be held only
3 by the justice and special justices appointed for the
4 hearing of juvenile cases, unless by reason of the
5 absence or incapacity or vacancy in the office of jus-6 tice or any of them, there shall be an insufficient
7 number of justices appointed for juvenile cases to
8 hold the necessary sessions of juvenile division, in
9 which case the chief justice may assign any of the
10 other justices or special justices of the court to hold
11 said sessions while such emergency continues. The
12 acting justice in the juvenile division shall have the
13 power to request any special justice of said division
14 to hold additional sessions thereof whenever in his
15 opinion the public business requires, and the clerk
16 of said division shall enter said request upon his
17 records. Said division shall have upon its seal the
Juvenile Division ”, and all
18 additional words
from
said division shall be under
issuing
19 process
20 such seal, and be signed by the clerk of said divi-21 sion. The justices of said division shall respectively
22 receive the same salaries as the other associate and
1

“

23 special justices of the court.
Except so far as inconsistent with the provisions
25 of this act, all the provisions of law relative to the
26 Boston Juvenile court shall apply to said juvenile
27 division, and the justices and officials thereof.
24
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Section 6. There shall be a clerk and eight assistant
clerks of said court for criminal business,
-2
3 a clerk and ten assistant clerks of said court for
4 civil business and a clerk of the juvenile division.
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The assistant clerks shall be appointed by the
clerks respectively subject to the approval of the
justices or a majority of them, and the clerks shall
be responsible for the doings of their assistants and
may remove them at pleasure. Such assistant clerks
shall continue to hold office, notwithstanding a
vacancy exists in the office of clerk, until their
successors are appointed and qualified. There shall
also be eight deputy clerks and four assistant deputy
clerks, to be appointed in the manner, to have the
powers and salaries, and perform the duties set forth
in section ten of this act.
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Section 7. There shall be not exceeding thirtyone officers for attendance upon the sessions of said
court, who may serve the warrants, mittimuses, precepts, orders and processes of said court. Each officer shall give bond for the faithful performance of
his duties in the sum of one thousand dollars,
payable to the treasurer of the county of Suffolk,
with sufficient sureties, to be approved by the chief
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9 justice.
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Section 8. All civil and criminal cases and other
proceedings pending in or returnable to any of said
courts named in section thirteen of this act, when
this act takes effect, shall be transferred to or returnable into said Boston municipal court, which
shall thereafter have jurisdiction thereof. Said court
shall have as full and complete jurisdiction of all

8

1931.]

HOUSE

No. 271.

7

8 crimes and offences committed before this act takes
9 effect within the judicial districts of the courts
10 hereby abolished as said courts now exercise therein.
11 All the records and papers of said courts hereby
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abolished shall be turned

over to the said Boston

municipal court, and all judicial writs, processes
and copies founded upon the records of said several
courts shall issue under the seal of said Boston
municipal court in like manner and to the same
effect as the same might have issued from any of
18 said courts, respectively, if this act had not been
19 passed. Its process shall run through the common-20 wealth for service in any case within its jurisdiction.
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Section 9. The clerk and assistant clerks of the
municipal, police and district courts hereby abolished
shall be respectively deputy clerks and assistant
clerks of said Boston municipal court at the same
salaries as they are now respectively allowed by law,
until the expiration of the present terms for which
they have severally been appointed, and their
successors are appointed and qualified. Thereafter such deputy and assistant deputy clerks shall
be appointed by the justices and shall hold office
at their pleasure. The clerk of the Boston juvenile
court shall be a clerk of the juvenile division of
said Boston municipal court. Said deputy and assistant deputy clerks shall be sworn, and before
entering upon the discharge of their duties shall
give bond in the sum of one thousand dollars for
the faithful performance thereof, to the treasurer
of the county of Suffolk, with sufficient sureties to
be approved by the chief justice of said court. The
bonds of the deputy clerks shall also be conditioned
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21 to account for and to pay over as and when re-22 quired by law, all fines, forfeitures, fees, and other

23 money received in the exercise of such office. A
24 failure to give such bond shall be sufficient cause
25 for removal from office. Said deputy clerks may
26 sign the processes of said court and affix its seal
27 thereto, administer oaths, may make and issue
28 warrants, writs, processes, tax bill of costs, receive
29 fines, forfeitures, fees and costs accruing from the
30 business of the court in civil and criminal cases,
31 including fees for blanks and copies. They may
32 also receive complaints, administer to complainants
33 the oath thereto required, and issue warrants, search
34 warrants and summonses, returnable as required
35 when such processes are issued by said court and
36 may admit prisoners to bail. The provisions of
37 section forty-two and fifty-six of chapter two hun-38 dred and eighteen of the General Laws shall apply
39 to said deputy clerks. They and the assistant
40 deputy clerks shall perform such additional duties
41 as may be required by the chief justice.

Section 10. The officers in attendance upon the
2 several courts hereby abolished shall be officers in
1

3 attendance upon said Boston municipal court and
4 the several sessions and branches thereof, upon the
5 same tenure, with the same respective salaries and
6 with the same powers and duties as are now pro-7 vided by law or herein provided. They shall be
8 allowed the sum of one hundred dollars annually
9 for uniforms.
Section 11. The probation officers and assistant
2 probation officers of the courts hereby abolished shall
3 be probation officers of said Boston municipal court,
1
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4 but the probation officers of the Boston juvenile
5 court and those appointed for juvenile work in said
6'other courts hereby abolished shall be assistant pro-7 bation officers of said juvenile division, and the asso-8 ciate justice of said division may designate one of
9 them as head probation officer for said division.
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Section 12. Whenever the justices of said Boston municipal court shall be of opinion that the
salary of any clerk, deputy clerk, assistant clerk,
assistant deputy clerk or officer in attendance upon
the sessions of said court is inadequate in view of
the service required of him by the court, they may
so certify, with their recommendation, to the county
commissioners of Suffolk county, who shall have
power to approve the same.
Section 13. The municipal court of the Brighton
district of the city of Boston, the municipal court
of the Charlestown district of the city of Boston,
the municipal court of the Dorchester district of
the city of Boston, the East Boston district court,
the municipal court of the Roxbury district of the
city of Boston, the municipal court of the South
Boston district of the city of Boston, the municipal
court of the West Roxbury district of the city of
Boston, the police court of Chelsea, and the Boston
juvenile court are hereby abolished.
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Section 14. Section fifty of chapter one hundred
2 twenty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the fourth line thereof, the words
4 except the municipal court of the city of Boston.”
“
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Section 15. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 16. This act shall take full effect on the
first day of October, in the current year, and so
3 far as the same relates to the appointment and
4 qualifications of additional justices, it shall take
effect thirty days prior to said date.
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