
HOUSE 302

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ON
THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH
RELATIVE TO THE MAINTENANCE OF
IMPORTANT BRIDGES, ON THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF THE BRIDGE OVER WEY-
MOUTH FORE RIVER, AND ON A BRIDGE
OR BRIDGES FROM SOUTH BOSTON OR
QUINCY TO HULL.

[Highways and Motor Vehic

House, Boston, December 31, 1930.

To the General Court of Me lift

The Special Commission created under chapter 63 of
the Resolves of 1930 to consider the desirability of
constructing a new bridge over Weymouth Fore River,
to replace a bridge commonly known as the Fore River
bridge, to investigate the desirability of the construction
of a bridge or bridges from Hull across Boston Harbor
to South Boston, Squantum or Houghs Neck, and to
consider the future policy of the Commonwealth relative
to the taking over and maintenance by the Common-
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wealth of t
routes of
report as t

11 important bridges therein on main through
travel, respectfully submits the following

lie findings of the Commission.

GEORGE G. MOYSE, Chairman,

By the Senate

ELIOT WADSWORTH, Vice-Chairman,
ARTHUR L. YOUNGMAN,
EDWARD J. SANDBERG,
RICHARD H. STACY,
LEO M. BIRMINGHAM,

ROBERT S. TILLOTSON,
JOSEPH A. MITCHELL,
ALBERT T. GOULD,

By the Governor,

the Housi
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Resolve Creating the Commission.
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ON
BRIDGES.

The Special Commission on Bridges was created under
the provisions of chapter
which follows:

63 of the Resolves of 1930

Resolve providing for an In
SION AS TO THE FUTURE
relative to the Taking

ESTIGATION BY A SPECIAL CoMMIS-
Policy op the Commonwealth

Over and Maintenance by the

Commonwealth of Bridges on Main Through Routes of
Travel, and relative to the Construction op a Bridge

departments, commissions and officers of the commonwealth as may
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be needed in the course of its investigations. Said commission shallbe furnished with quarters in the state house, may hold public hearingsand shall report to the general court the result of its investigationsand its recommendations, if any, together with plans and estimatesand drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendationsinto effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
sentatives on or before the first Wednesday of December in thecurrent year. For the purposes of this resolve, said commission may
expend, with the approval of the governor and council; such sums, notexceeding twenty-five hundred dollars, as may hereafter be appropri-
ated, to be paid from the Highway Fund. [Approved May 28, 1980.

Organization op the Commission.
In accordance with the terms of the resolve, the Presi-

dent of the Senate appointed the Hon. George G. Moyse
of Waltham and the Hon. Robert E. Bigney of Boston;
the Speaker of the House appointed Representatives
Eliot Wadsworth of Boston, Edward J. Sandberg of
Quincy, Richard H. Stacy of Springfield, Arthur L.
Youngman of Medford, and Leo M. Birmingham of
Boston; and the Governor appointed Col. William D.
Solder of Boston, Mr. Robert S. Tillotson of Lenox,
Atty. Albert T. Gould of Boston and Mr. Joseph A.
Mitchell of Boston. Colonel Sohier found it impossible
to accept the appointment and the vacancy was not
filled.

The Commission organized on September 18, electing
Senator Moyse as chairman and Representative Wads-
worth as vice-chairman. George E. Burnham of Boston
was elected secretary.

Objectives op the Commission.
The objectives of this Commission were threefold.
First. There has been for some years a continued

agitation for traffic relief for the town of Hull and for
motorists going to Nantasket Beach, through the con-
struction of a bridge or highway across Boston harbor.
Congestion over the present route from Boston to Nan-
tasket and Hull has been serious, especially on Sundays
and holidays. A direct route across the harbor, without
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intersecting highways and of sufficient width to allow
for both speed and slow lanes, has been proposed to
reduce the mileage and save time.

Second. The life of the bridge between Quincy and
Weymouth, known as the Weymouth Fore River bridge,
has been placed by engineers at less than five years, so
that the question of reconstruction becomes one of imme-
diate consideration. It is now a two-lane bridge, with
four-lane highways on both approaches, causing serious
traffic congestion at all heavy traffic periods. Its draw
span, even though once widened since original construc-
tion of the bridge, is inadequate to handle present-day
water-borne traffic, in which the tendency is to larger
and wider craft. Agitation for the construction and
maintenance of this bridge by the Commonwealth as a
part of the State highway system has grown rapidly in
the last few years, as by far the greater portion of the
traffic over the bridge is from points outside the district
now paying its maintenance.

Third. The increasing number of petitions to have
the Commonwealth take over and maintain various of
the more important bridges on through highways seems
to demand a definite policy relating to such bridges.

Meetings and Inspections.

September 18. Organization meeting.
by automobile of Boston
causeways and bridges,
by boat of harbor and

September 22. Inspection
Harbor and proposed sites for

September 23. Inspection
proposed sites.

September 2J+. Executive lession.

October 27. Executive sess:
Department of Public Works.

ion and discussion with

November 12. Public hearing aA State House.
November 17. Inspection of Washington bridge, in

Providence, R. I.; Mount Hope bridge in Bristol, R. 1.,
and Westport Point drawbridge, in Westport, Mass.

November 18. Executive session, with hearings and
discussions with various State officials, particularly as to
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the condition of Quincy Bay and the effect of the proposed
construction on the water of that part of Boston Harbor.

November 25. Executive session.
December 1 , 2 and 3. Inspection of Bear Mountain

bridge at Peekskill, N. Y.
December 11. Executive session.

Public Hearing.

Public hearing on all three sections of the Commis-
sion’s study was held in Room 370, State House, both
morning and afternoon of Wednesday, November 12,
Chairman Moyse presiding. Approximately 150 persons
were in attendance.

Representatives of the cities and towns affected united
in urging the reconstruction of the Weymouth Fore River
bridge.

Recommendations.

The Commission makes the following recommendations:
Hull Bridge. The Commission is of the opinion that

any highway created by a solid fill which interfered in
any way with the free flow of water would be inadvisable.

An engineer of the Sanitary Division of the Department
of Public Health was consulted in regard to the present
pollution of Quincy Bay and the changes that might
result should a rock fill, with tide gates, be constructed
from Moon Island to Peddock’s Island as a part of the
harbor highway. He declared that exhaustive tests made
by engineers of the Special Commission studying this
problem have indicated that the degree of pollution in
Quincy and Hingham Bays is not such as to constitute
a menace, but he feared that conditions might be made
much worse if this area were shut off by a solid fill, by
reason of drainage along the shores.

Another major objection to a solid fill is the danger that
through creating a large area of still water, ice conditions
in winter might prove a serious handicap to shipping.

The Commission recommends that private capital,
under suitable restrictions, might well be given a fran-
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chise to install a cross-harbor bridge and collect tolls
thereon, but that any such bridge should be without a
draw and of a height sufficient not to interfere with the
free passage of shipping.

The Commission does not recommend any specific
route, but would eliminate from consideration the route
starting from Castle Island and extending to any other
part of Boston Harbor.

Weymouth Fore River Bridge (Appendix A). The
Commission recommends the reconstruction of the
Weymouth Fore River bridge, under the supervision of
the State Department of Public Works, as a part of the
State highway system.

Future Policy. The Commission recommends that
when reconstruction of any principal bridge located on
a through route becomes necessary, such bridge be taken
over by the Commonwealth as a part of the State high-
way on which it is located, and reconstructed under the
laws governing the construction of such highways.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for the Construction and Maintenance
as a Part of the State Highway System of a New
Bridge over Weymouth Fore River, commonly called
Fore River Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

1 The department of public works is hereby author-
-2 ized and directed to remove the bridge over Weymouth
3 Fore River, commonly called Fore River bridge, and
4 to construct and maintain a new bridge, with a draw
5 and with suitable approaches at or near its present
6 site, as a state highway and the provisions of chapter
7 eighty-one of the General Laws shall, so far as appli-
-8 cable, apply thereto in the same manner and to the
9 same extent as if said bridge were a land and not a

10 water way. Said department may provide a tempo-
-11 rary bridge to be used by vehicles, street railway cars
12 and pedestrians during construction. Such work and
13 the plans therefor shall be subject to the laws of the
14 United States and to the approval of the proper
15 officers of the government of the United States.

Appendix A.
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