
HOUSE 310
By Mr. Jones of Barnstable, petition of John D. W. Bodfish

for an amendment of the law regulating primaries and elections.
Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to regulate Primaries and Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every candidate for nomination in
2 a primary or for election to a public office shall, on
3 the last day for filing nomination papers therefor,
4 file with the secretary of the commonwealth his
5 photograph and a statement concerning himself
6 and his views which shall contain not more than
7 one thousand words, together with an affidavit to
S the truth of the matters therein stated. The sec-
-9 retary of the commonwealth shall cause said photo-

-10 graph and statement to be printed in an official
11 bulletin and delivered to each voter not later than
12 seven days prior to the date on which said can-
-13 didate is to be voted for.

1 Section 2. Every city or town shall provide one
2 or more places in each precinct therein where every
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3 candidate for nomination or for election to public
4 office or his representative may address the voters
5 at least once before the date on which said can-
-6 didate is to be voted for, and shall make all neces-
-7 sary and equitable rules and regulations in connec-
S tion therewith, and may expend such sums of money
9 as may be required therefor.

1 Section 3. Any candidate for nomination or for
2 election to public office shall expend no money in
3 behalf of his own candidacy except for traveling
4 expenses or for procuring the necessary signatures
5 to his nomination papers and no person shall ex-
-6 pend any money in behalf of the candidacy of any
7 other person.

1 Section 4. Every registered voter is hereby re-
-2 quired to vote at every election unless unavoidably
3 prevented from so doing, and if any voter claims
4 that he was unavoidably prevented from voting as
5 an excuse for not voting, his claim shall be sup-
-6 ported by affidavits, the sufficiency of which shall
7 be determined by the election officials of the city
8 or town where such voter is registered.

1 Section 5. Every registered voter who is also
2 enrolled as a member of any political party is hereby
3 required to vote in every primary of the party in
4 which he is enrolled unless unavoidably prevented
5 from so doing, and if any voter claims that he was
6 unavoidably prevented from voting as an excuse
7 for not voting, his claim shall be supported by
8 affidavits, the sufficiency of which shall be deter-
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mined by the election officials of the city or town
in which such voter is registered.

Section 6. Any violation of any of the provi-
sions of this act or the making of any false affidavits
herein required shall be punished by imprisonment
for a term of not more than one year.




