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By Mr. Estabrook of Haverhill, petition of Richard E. Warner and
others relative to the furnishing by county tuberculosis hospital dis-
tricts of diagnostic service to combat the spread of tuberculosis.
Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One

An Act relative to the Furnishing by County Tubercu-
losis Hospital Districts of Diagnostic Service to combat
the Spread of Tuberculosis.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

tlic CommonUicaltl) of Q^assacinisctts

ne hundred and eleven of the1 Section 1. Chapter
2 General Laws is hereb
3 section eighty-five B, ii

amended by inserting after
erted therein by section one

4 of chapter seventy-three of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-seven, the following new section:
6 Section 85C. The county commissioners of each
7 county, in making adequate hospital provision for
8 tubercular patients, as required by sections seventy-
-9 eight to ninety-one, inclusive, may provide such

10 adequate out-patient departments as they deem
11 proper to afford to persons entitled thereto diagnostic
12 service in respect to tuberculosis and to furnish advice
13 as to their care and treatment, and the county com-
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14 missioners of any county may, on request of the
15 board of health of a town in their tuberculosis hospital
16 district, supplement local facilities in such town in
17 furnishing such diagnostic service.

1 Section 2. Section eighty-five of said chapter one
2 hundred and eleven, as most recently amended by
3 section two of chapter three hundred and fifty-four of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the word
6 “appropriations” in the ninth line the following:
7 ,

and shall for said purposes include the establishment
8 and maintenance of out-patient departments and the
9 furnishing of supplementary diagnostic service under

10 section eighty-five C, so as to read as follows:
11 Section 85. The county shall provide for the care,
12 maintenance and repair of said hospital, which shall,
13 for the purposes of this section and section eighty-five
14 A, include the care, maintenance and repair of any
15 preventorium erected by said county in accordance
16 with section eighty-five B and also the cost of its con-

-17 struction and original equipment except when the
18 cost of its construction, original equipment, care,
19 maintenance or repair is provided under said section
20 eighty-five B to be paid from appropriations, and shall
21 for said purposes include the establishment and main-
-22 tenance of out-patient departments and the furnishing
23 of supplementary diagnostic service under section
24 eight-five C. The county commissioners shall annu-
-25 ally in January apportion the cost thereof, including
26 interest paid or due on temporary notes issued there-
27 for, for the previous year to the towns liable, in the
28 same proportion in which the cost of the construction
29 was assessed, and shall issue their warrant against
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30 the towns for the amount or percentage for which
31 they are severally assessed to pay for the maintenance,
32 care and repair of said hospital. The county may,
33 thirty days after a written demand for payment,
34 recover in contract against any town liable to pay any
35 part of the cost of construction, maintenance or repair
36 of said hospital the amount for which it may be liable.
37 County commissioners of counties whose patients
38 are cared for by contract under section seventy-nine
39 may raise and expend the sums necessary to carry out
40 the provisions thereof, and may borrow the same on
41 the credit of the county, and issue therefor notes of
42 the county, payable, in not more than eighteen months
43 from their respective dates of issue, from the reim-
-44 bursements received from the said towns. They shall
45 annually in January determine the total amount
46 already expended by or due from the county under
47 such contracts during the previous year, and shall
48 apportion the same to and may collect the same from
49 the several towns liable, in like manner as the cost of
50 construction and equipment of hospitals is appor-
-51 tioned under section eighty-three, and the same shall
52 be applied to the payment of the temporary debt
53 incurred by said counties.
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