
HOUSE No. 493

By Mr. Dever of Cambridge, petition of Arthur P. Stone and others
relative to clerical assistance and incidental expenses on account of the
appellate divisions of district courts. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One

An Act relative to Allowances for Clerical Assistance
and Incidental Expenses on Account of the Appellate
Divisions of District Courts, Other than the Munici-
pal Court of the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred and ten Cof chapter two
2 hundred and thirty-one of the General Laws, in-
-3 serted by section eight of chapter five hundred and
4 thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-two, and as amended by chapter two hun-
-6 dred and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 twenty-seven, is hereby further amended by insert-
-8 ing after the word “county ” in the seventeenth line
9 the following:—, which shall be known as the

10 northern appellate division district, —by inserting
11 after the word “county” in the twenty-second line
12 the following:—, which shall be known as the
13 southern appellate division district, —by inserting
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14 after the word “ counties ” in the twenty-sixth line
15 the following:—, which shall be known as the
16 western appellate division district, —by inserting
17 after the word “expenses” in the fifth line of the
18 last paragraph as printed in said chapter two hun-
-19 dred and forty the following: , incidental expenses,
20 —by striking out, in the ninth and tenth lines of
21 said paragraph as printed as aforesaid the words
22 “clerical assistance in any appellate division shall
23 not exceed three hundred dollars in any year ” and
24 inserting in place thereof the words: incidental
25 expenses and clerical assistance shall not exceed in
26 any year the sum of fifteen hundred dollars in the
27 northern appellate division district or the sum of
28 seven hundred and fifty dollars in either of the
29 other two appellate division districts, —so as to
30 read as follows: Section HOC. Such appellate
31 division shall be holden by justices of district courts,
32 not exceeding three in number out of five justices
33 assigned to the performance of such duty by the
34 chief justice of the supreme judicial court, but no
35 justice shall sit upon the review of his own rulings.
36 Such assignment may be made for such period of
37 time as such chief justice may deem advisable.
38 Such chief justice shall assign five justices of courts
39 within the counties of Essex and Middlesex and that
40 part of Suffolk included in the jurisdiction of the
41 East Boston district court, the district court of
42 Chelsea, the municipal court of the Charlestown
43 district, the municipal court of the Brighton dis-
-44 trict, the municipal court of the Dorchester district,
45 the municipal court of the Roxbury district, and
46 the municipal court of the South Boston district, to
47 act in the appellate divisions of courts within those
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48 counties and that part of Suffolk county, which shall
49 be known as the northern appellate division district;
50 shall assign five justices of courts within the coun-
-51 ties of Norfolk, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol, Dukes
52 and Nantucket and that part of Suffolk included in
53 the jurisdiction of the municipal court of the West
54 Roxbury district, to act in the appellate divisions of
55 courts within those counties and that part of Suf-
-56 folk county, which shall be known as the southern
57 appellate division district; and shall assign five jus-
-58 tices of courts within the counties of Worcester,
59 Franklin, Hampshire, Hampden and Berkshire to
60 act in the appellate divisions of courts within those
61 counties, which shall be known as the western ap-
-62 pellate division district. In each of the foregoing
63 three districts one of the justices so assigned shall
64 be designated by the chief justice of the supreme
65 judicial court as presiding justice, who shall from
66 time to time designate those of the appellate jus-
-67 tices who shall act on appeals in any court and di-
-68 rect the times and places of sittings. Two justices
69 shall constitute a quorum to decide all matters in
70 an appellate division.
71 A justice acting in the appellate division of a
72 court other than the court of which he is a justice
73 shall be allowed in addition to his compensation as
74 such justice the sum of fifteen dollars for each day
75 he so acts, and his necessary traveling expenses, in-
-76 cidental expenses and necessary clerical assistance
77 while so acting, to be paid by the county in which
78 he so acts, upon his certificate approved by the
79 county commissioners; provided, that the total sum
80 expended for such incidental expenses and clerical
81 assistance shall not exceed in any year the sum of
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82 fifteen hundred dollars in the northern appellate
83 division district or the sum of seven hundred and
84 fifty dollars in either of the other two appellate
85 division districts; and no deduction shall be made
86 from the compensation of such justice under section
87 six of chapter two hundred and eighteen on account
88 of compensation paid to a special justice of his court
89 for service at any session which such justice is un-
-90 able to hold by reason of so acting.


