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By Mr. Otis of Pittsfield (by request), petition of J. Arthur

Baker that justices of the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts
provide a uniform statement of instructions of the duties of grand
and traverse jurors. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for the Uniform Instruction of Grand
and Traverse Jurors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The justices of the supreme and
2 superior courts shall concurrently make up a brief,
3 plain and uniform statement of instructions con-
-4 cerning the general duties of grand and traverse
5 jurors, and submit the same to the state purchasing
6 department, who shall proceed to have the same
7 printed and distributed to the clerks of the supreme
8 and superior courts, in such quantities as may be
9 necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. Following the drawing of jurors as
2 provided for in General Laws, chapters two hundred
3 thirty-four and two hundred seventy-seven, and
4 amendments thereto, the clerks of the cities and

Cf)t CommontocaltJ) of Massachusetts



HOUSE No. 574. [Jan. 1931.9

5 towns shall forthwith transmit a list containing
6 the names and addresses of each juror, to clerks of
7 the supreme judicial and superior courts in the
8 county where such city or town is situated. The
9 clerks of said courts, upon receipt by them of the

10 names of the persons to serve as grand or traverse
11 jurors, shall immediately send to each by mail,
12 postage prepaid, a copy of said uniform instructions.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of every grand
2 or traverse juror carefully to read and study such
3 printed uniform instructions, so that when he re-
-4 ports for duty, he shall be familiar therewith; and
5 he may be examined by the presiding justice to as-
-6 certain his familiarity thereof. Failure of a grand
7 or traverse juror to inform himself as aforesaid, may
8 be punished by the presiding justice as a misde-
-9 meaner.

1 Section 4. Nothing in this act shall in any way
2 change existing laws relative to charging jurors, or
3 shall preclude a justice of either of said courts from
4 adding to, enlarging upon, or explaining said uni-
-5 form instructions as in his judgment may be neces-
-6 sary.






