
By Mr. Findeisen of Lawrence, petition of John W. Donovan
relative to the granting by the Department of Public Works of
public access to great ponds in certain instances. Harbors and
Public Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to provide Access for the Public to Great
Ponds.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section eighteen Aof chapter ninety-one of the
2 General Laws as inserted by chapter four hundred
3 and fifty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-three is hereby amended by striking out said
5 section and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-6 ing:—
7 Section ISA. Upon the request of the director
8 of the division of fisheries and game whenever in
9 his opinion public necessity requires a right of way

10 for public access to any great pond within the com-
il monwealth, the department of public works shall
12 make an investigation to determine whether or not
13 any right of way exists to such pond and if it ap-
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14 pears that such right of way exists it shall present
15 a petition to the land court for registration of the
16 easement. If it appears that no right of way ex-
-17 ists it shall immediately proceed to establish such
18 right of way by purchase or by the right of eminent
19 domain together with a reasonable area on the
20 shores of such pond for the proper use thereof by
21 the public. The cost of establishing such a right
22 of way where none already exists shall be appor-
-23 tioned between the towm or towns wherein the pond
24 lies and the county within which it is situated.
25 This section shall not apply to any body of water
26 used as a source of water supply by the common-
-27 wealth or by any town or district, or water company,
28 nor shall it affect the right of the commonwealth or
29 any town or district or water company to the use

30 and control of the waters of any such pond for the
31 purposes of a water supply, nor shall it affect or
32 diminish any existing right to the use of the water
33 of any such pond for mercantile or manufacturing
34 purposes.






