
House of Representatives, Feb. 11, 1931.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred so much of the report of the Attorney General
(Pub. Doc. No. 12) as relates to extending to cities and
towns certain rights in land taken for the Southern Artery
and similar thoroughfares, report the accompanying bill
(House, No. 1303).

For the committee,

JOSEPH B. GROSSMAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Southern Artery, so-called.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter three hundred and thirty of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-five, as amended, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out section seven
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 7. Title to all lands, and all rights therein
6 and easements connected therewith, which have
7 been taken or otherwise acquired hereunder for the
8 construction of ways shall, on the effective date of
9 this act, vest in the respective cities in which they lie,

10 notwithstanding any confirmatory deeds conveying
11 the same which have been or may be made to the
12 commonwealth, and such title and all action taken
13 hereunder, in so far as they may be invalid by reason
14 of the fact that such ways were not constructed to the
15 full width specified in section one, are herebjr made
16 valid. The full widths of such ways as laid out,
17 except as hereinafter expressly provided, shall become
18 public ways of the cities in which they respectively
19 lie. After title vests as aforesaid, either city in which
20 any of such lands lie may sell and convey, for value,
21 and with or without restriction, any portion thereof
22 which in its opinion is no longer needed for highway
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23 purposes and may abandon any interest less than fee
24 taken or acquired as aforesaid but in its opinion no

25 longer needed for such purposes; provided, that no

26 such conveyance or abandonment shall be made
27 which will lessen the widths of the ways as specified
28 in section one. The proceeds of any such sale shall be
29 paid into the state treasury, and one third thereof
30 shall be credited to the highway fund and the balance
31 shall be paid to the cities and towns required by sec-

-32 tion four to contribute two thirds of the cost of the
33 work provided for in section one, in proportion to the
34 amounts respectively contributed by them. The
35 department of public works, being the lawful suc-
-36 cessor to the division of highways and public lands
37 which was merged in said department by chapter two
38 hundred and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen
39 hundred and twr enty-seven, shall notify the mayor of
40 the city in ■which is situated any part of said ways
41 whenever in the opinion of said department the same
42 is not being maintained in proper condition by said
43 city as required by law and shall specify in said notice
44 what repairs or improvements are necessary, and the
45 officers of the city in charge of streets or ways shall
46 forthwith make the specified repairs and improve-
-47 ments. If such officers do not make such repairs or
48 improvements within sixty days of said notice or
49 within such further time as said department may
50 allow, said department may make the repairs or
51 improvements which shall be paid for out of the
52 general revenue of the commonwealth. Said depart-
-53 ment shall certify the amount of such expenditures to
54 the state treasurer and the same shall be assessed,
55 collected and paid over to the state treasurer in the
56 same manner and at the same time as other taxes.




