
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL
COMMISSION TO CONSIDER AND REPORT
ON A FURTHER APPROPRIATE SITE FOR
ANOTHER FITTING MEMORIAL TO THE
MEN AND WOMEN OF MASSACHUSETTS
WHO SERVED IN ALL WARS IN WHICH
MASSACHUSETTS HAS PARTICIPATED.

[Ways and Means, Joint

February 11, 1931.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The Massachusetts War Memorial Investigating Com-
mission, appointed under the authority of chapter 411 of
the Acts of 1930, having submitted a preliminary report
on November 29, 1930, incorporating a resolve seeking to
extend the time for filing its final report on a further appro-
priate site for another fitting memorial to the men and
women of Massachusetts who served in all wars in which
Massachusetts has participated, to on or before March 15,
1931, and setting forth its reasons therefor, after further
consideration, now seeks a further extension of time and
an additional appropriation. The preliminary report and
resolve have been printed as House No. 4.
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Section 4 of chapter 411, dealing with the duties of the
Commission, reads as follows;

The investigating commission shall consider and report on a further
appropriate site for another fitting memorial to the men and women of
Massachusetts who served in all wars in which Massachusetts has par-
ticipated, and as to the type and design of said memorial, and shall
cause to be prepared drawings and estimates of the cost of said memo-
rial, including the cost of the site, grading and other incidentals.

The investigating commission shall be provided with quarters in the
state house, shall hold one or more public hearings, and for traveling
and other expenses, and for expert, clerical and other assistance, may
expend, subject to the approval of the governor and council, such sum
not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars as the general court may here-
after appropriate. . . .

The Commission, as set forth in House No. 4, has held
public hearings and a number of executive sessions.
Since filing its preliminary report it has consulted with
architects, and finds that in order to secure designs for a
fitting memorial it is advisable and proper to conduct a
competition.

Professional advice is that the time remaining before
March 15 is not sufficient for the holding of such a compe-
tition. In view of this fact, and since the time then
remaining before the probable prorogation of the present
session might be too short for due consideration of its
recommendations, the Commission deems it advisable to
request an extension of the time of filing its final report to
December 1 of the current year.

The Commission has expended, subject to the approval
of the Governor and Council, approximately $1,032.72 for
expenses of travel in the conducting of public hearings,
clerical services and other expenses. It had a balance,
when the preliminary report requesting the first extension
was filed, of $13,967.28.

In order that the anticipated competition among archi-
tects for a design may be properly conducted, the Com-

Section 5 reads:
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mission respectfully requests an additional appropriation
of $lO,OOO. This sum, with the balance remaining, should
the General Court see fit to extend the life of the Com-
mission, would cover the cost of conducting the competi-
tion, including the awarding of first, second, third and
fourth prizes, expenses of a professional advisor, required
under the rules of the Boston Society of Architects in such
cases, clerical and other expenses.

It is proposed to offer a first prize of 15,000, a second of
$l,OOO, a third of $750, and a fourth of $5OO. The first
prize would be awarded with the stipulation that in the
event the Legislature adopted the recommendations of
the Commission, as contained in its final report, and the
winning architect were designated to carry out the super-
vision of the construction of the memorial, the sum
awarded him as a prize would be applied to his salary as
supervisor. Rough estimates of the cost of conducting
the competition, exclusive of the prizes, given by a pro-
fessional advisor, -who has had wide experience in such
matters, is set at approximately $5,180.

The Commission is unanimous in the belief that such a
competition is the proper way of securing a design and
estimates for the proposed memorial. Since it is to be
State-wide in nature, the Commission feels that every
architect within the confines of the Commonwealth should
be given opportunity to submit a design. This, it is
estimated by the professional advisor, would probably
include some 300 architects, more or less. The Commis-
sion proposes to restrict the competition to Massachu-
setts architects, in order that the memorial shall be truly
a Massachusetts project.

Accordingly, the Commission urgently recommends
immediate action by the General Court in accordance
with the proposed resolve herewith presented. This re-
solve would extend the time for filing the report of the
Commission on a further appropriate site for another
fitting memorial to the men and women of Massachusetts,
who served in all wars in which Massachusetts has par-
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ticipated, to on or before December 1, 1931, and would
provide for an additional appropriation of $lO,OOO in
order to carry on the work of the Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES B. WHEELER, Chairman.
Hon. CHARLES WARD JOHNSON.
DANIEL J. COAKLEY.
HORACE T. CAHILL.
MARTIN SWANSON.
Mrs. BESSIE HANKEN
JOHN J. O’CONNELL.
CARROLL J. SWAN.
HALLAM L. MOVIUS.

JOSEPH H. DYSON,
Secretary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

Resolve authorizing Continuation of Commission.

1 Resolved, That the special unpaid commission estab-
-2 lished under sections three, four and five of chapter
3 four hundred and eleven of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty, to consider and report on a further
5 appropriate site for another fitting memorial to the
6 men and women of Massachusetts who served in all
7 wars in which Massachusetts has participated, is
8 hereby revived and continued. The report of said
9 commission, together with drafts of legislation neces-

-10 sary to carry its recommendations into effect, shall be
11 filed with the clerk of the house of representatives on
12 or before the first day of December in the year nineteen
13 hundred and thirty-one.
14 For the purpose of conducting a competition among
15 Massachusetts architects to secure a design for another
16 fitting memorial, and for such additional traveling and
17 other expenses, including expert, clerical and other
18 assistance, as may be deemed necessary, subject to the
19 approval of the governor and council, the commission
20 may expend such sum, not exceeding ten thousand
21 dollars, as the general court may hereafter appro-
-22 priate, in addition to any sum heretofore appropriated,
23 for the purpose of said resolve.
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