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March 31, 1931.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred so much of the final report of the special com-
mission established to investigate the laws relative to de-
pendent, delinquent and neglected children and children
otherwise requiring special care (House, No. 1200) as
relates to correcting the terminology in certain provi-
sions of law relating to neglected children (Appendix X),
report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1489).

For the committee

PHILIP BARNET.

C{)e Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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An Act correcting the Terminology in Certain Provi-
sions of Law relating to Neglected Children.

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and nineteen of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section forty-five and inserting in place thereof the
4 following;
5 Section J+s. If such child has a settlement, and if
6 the board of public welfare of the place of his settle-
-7 ment so requests, the commitment may be to its
8 custody. The department may transfer its custody
9 of any such child who has a settlement to the board

10 of public welfare of the place of settlement, upon the
11 request of said board, and such transfer shall there-
-12 after relieve the commonwealth from further liability
13 for his maintenance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealtl) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
-2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section forty-six and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section Boards of public welfare shall have the
6 same powers as to children committed or transferred
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7 to their custody as are given to the department as
8 to children in its custody; but in Boston the institu-
-9 tions department shall have the powers and duties

10 conferred upon boards of public welfare by this and
11 the preceding section.

1 Section 3. Section forty-nine of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the first and second lines, the words “At-
-4 tendance officers in cities and overseers of the poor
5 in towns” and inserting in place thereof the words;
6 Supervisors of attendance and members of boards of
7 public welfare, so as to read as follows: Section
8 49. Supervisors of attendance and members of
9 boards of public welfare shall, as often as they deem

10 necessary, make diligent search throughout their
11 respective towns for children under sixteen suffering
12 want through poverty, privation or the neglect of
13 their parents or guardians or other persons having
14 them in charge, or from any cause whatsoever.

1 Section 4. Section fifty of said chapter one hun-
-2 died and nineteen is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the second and third lines, the words “or over-
-4 seers”, —so as to read as follows: Section 50.
5 Where such children are found without parents or
6 guardians, or in charge of such parents or guardians
7 as such officers deem unfit to care for children by
8 reason of mental incapacity, dissolute habits or
9 poverty, they shall provide for the temporary care of

10 such children until proceedings may be had against
11 them, if necessary, under sections forty-two to forty-
-12 seven, inclusive.
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1 Section 5. Section fifty-one of said chapter one

2 hundred and nineteen is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the first and second lines, the words “and
4 overseers”, so as to read as follows: Section 51.
5 Reasonable expenses incurred by such officers in
6 furnishing aid under the two preceding sections shall
7 be paid by the town wherein the persons have legal
8 settlements, or, if they have none, by the common-

-9 wealth, after approval by the department; and
10 written notice shall be sent to the place of settlement,
11 or, if such persons have no settlement, to the depart-
-12 ment as otherwise provided by law.


