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Boston, April 15, 1931.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith without my approval House Bill
No. 612, entitled “An Act to Provide for the Funding
by the City of Lowell of Certain Overpayments of
faxes.”

.This bill provides that the city of Lowell may borrow
not in excess of $250,000 in excess of the statutory limit,
either by bonds or notes, payable not in excess of five
years. All sums raised thereby are to be used for the
purpose of paying to corporations certain tax refunds.
While the bill provides that such refunds shall be made
after judgment, it is entirely possible for such a judgment
or order to be made by consent, which, under the provi-
sions of the proposed bill, requires only the approval of
counsel for the city and of the Mayor.

This is in effect a bill giving to the Mayor of the city
of Lowell, for the benefit of any corporation taxpayer
who has complied with the requirements relating to tax
abatement, such rebate as meets his approval for the
years 1925 to 1929 inclusive, to be paid from borrowed
funds.

I do not believe that any such authority should be
granted in the absence of an imperative emergency. If
I am correctly informed, the only tax abatement matter
which, at the present time, has been definitely established,
is a rebate of less than $60,000, while such other tax

Ciie Commcmuiealtft of fgassacimsetts

Executive Department



HOUSE No. 1546 [Apr. 1931.2

abatement proceedings as are now in process have not
yet reached a definite conclusion.

It would, therefore, seem to me that these matters can
be cared for, as they properly should be cared for, by
current taxation, and by providing a sufficient overlay
for future contingencies.

Because of the very wide powers contained in the pro-
visions of this bill, and my belief in the ability of the
city to provide for such rebates of taxes as may occur
from time to time, this bill is returned without my
approval.

JOSEPH B. ELY.






