
EXTRA SESSION.

Boston, November 5. 1931

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

A preliminary report of the Emergency Committee
on Unemployment, while indicating a reasonably satis-
factory condition in many parts of the Commonwealth
and a general tendency toward improvement in the
employment situation, forecasts the need of the aid and
assistance of government in certain localities of the
Commonwealth. The appropriation made by chapter
112 of the Acts of the present year, based upon my mes-
sage of February 13, 1931, for the employment of addi-
tional persons as a measure of relief during the present
unemployment emergency, has been exhausted.

The result thereby accomplished, in reducing to a very
great extent the mosquito nuisance in the areas improved,
speaks for itself. There remain other areas in which
there is work to be done. If authorized now, many per-
sons otherwise without employment may be employed.
I recommend as an emergency measure that the further
sum of 55100,000 be now appropriated from the general
fund of the treasury in order to continue the work carried
on during the summer months under the provisions of the
law to which I have made reference.

For the same purpose I also recommend that the sum
of $BO,OOO be made available for work during the months
of December and January of the fiscal year 1932 in the
woodlands of the Metropolitan Parks district. I am
informed that the department is sufficiently in funds to
carry on the work during the present month.
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Between 75 and 100 abandoned hulks or wrecks lie
along the waterfront of East Boston and Chelsea Creek.
They are a menace to navigation as well as to the health
of the communities, and should be removed. At low
water these wrecks provide an ideal breeding place for
rats and vermin, with the result that nearby houses in
that section of the city are over-run. The hulks are un-
sightly, unhealthy and dangerous. It has been impossible
to locate the owners in many instances. Because of the
above situation, except in those cases where it has been
possible for the city of Boston to cause the removal of a
few of these hulks by attaching responsibility upon the
property owners, it seems to me that it is the responsi-
bility of the State to provide sufficient funds to permit
the Department of Public Works to remove these ob-
structions to navigation and the menace to health. I,
therefore, recommend an appropriation of $65,000 to
provide for this work, to be taken from the general fund
of the Treasury. The breaking up of these hulks would
be for the most part unskilled labor, and when broken
up the wood could well be disposed of for charitable
purposes.

The people of Massachusetts are aroused to find that
it is now possible that the Federal government will
abandon the operation of the Charlestown Navy Yard.
It seems to me that it behooves every civic and govern-
mental unit of the Commonwealth to contest such a
disastrous move. It is unthinkable that this institution,
which represents the birth and the history of the Ameri-
can Navy, should be abandoned. It seems unthinkable
that in these times, when employment is of the essence
and when plans have already been made for work to be
done in the Charlestown Navy Yard, that economy
should begin in such a manner. I, therefore, urge you
to memorialize the President of the United States, the
Secretary of the Navy, and the Congress, to refrain from
a step so disastrous to the interests of Massachusetts.

JOSEPH B. ELY,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act making still Further Appropriations for the
Employment of Additional Persons as a Measure of
Relief during the Present Unemployment Emergency.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. To provide for the employment of
2 additional labor and other personal services as a
3 measure of relief during the present emergency caused
4 by unemployment, there is hereby appropriated from
5 the general fund or revenue of the commonwealth,
6 subject to the provisions of law regulating the dis-
-7 bursement of public funds and the approval thereof,
8 the sum of one hundred thousand dollars to be ex-
-9 pended in carrying out mosquito control projects, the

10 same to be in addition to the sum appropriated by and
11 in accordance with the provisions of chapter one
12 hundred and twelve of the acts of the present year.

the Metropolitan District Commission
The following item is to be assessed upon the metro-

politan parks district in accordance with the methods
fixed by law, and to be expended under the direction
and with the approval of the Metropolitan District
Commission;

For cutting brush, clearing and other work in co
nection with the maintenance of park reservatior
beginning December first, nineteen hundred and
thirty-one, a sum not exceeding eighty thousand
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1 Section 2.

dollars 180,000
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1 Section 3. Persons employed hereunder shall not
2 be subject to civil service laws or the rules and regu-
-3 lations made thereunder.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


