
HOUSE 1

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
IMPROVING CERTAIN LAND FOR PARK
PURPOSES ALONG THE REVERE BEACH
PARKWAY IN CHELSEA AND REVERE.

[Metropolitan Affairs,

Metropolitan District Commission,
3MEBSET Street, Boston, October 14, 1931.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
n General Court assembled.

On May 22, 1931, the following resolve, chapter 24,
was approved by the Governor:

Cfie Commontoealtf) of sgassacinisetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be authorized
id directed to investigate as to the advisability, expediency and cost
developing, improving and maintaining for recreational or part

purposes a certain tract of land now under its control in the cities of
Chelsea and Revere; said land being bounded by the Revere Beach

river and Webster avenue. Particularparkway, Broadway, the
to the practicability and cost of estab-tion si

Said commission shall report to theLir;

■ral court by filing with tl if the house of representatives,
not later than October fifteenth in the current year, the results of it
investigation, together with a copy of plans, estimates of cost and

.tions, if any, and drafts of legislation to carry such recorrc
mendations into effect, and shall at the same tinu ;opy thereof

ler. If said commission should deem itwith the budget

ve said land for recreational or parkto dc

lid comrr all, in its report as aforesaid, state its
to the advisability and expediency of selling said land
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Ihe Metropolitan District Commission has investi-
gated as to the advisability, expediency and cost of
developing, improving and maintaining for recreational
or park purposes the tract of land bounded by the Revere
Beach Parkway, Broadway, Snake River and Webster
Avenue, particularly as to the advisability of establish-
ing a golf course on this land, and as to the advisability
and expediency of selling the land, and submits the
results of its investigations and recommendations.

This area owned by the Commonwealth, bounded by
Revere Beach Parkway, Mill Creek or Snake River,
Broadway, Revere, and Webster Avenue, Chelsea, com-
prises in all about forty-five acres, of which about forty
acres are land and five acres are water; and of the land
area about seven acres are now included within the
roadway and slopes of the approaches to the overpass
at Broadway and the Parkway, leaving a net land area
of about thirty-three acres. Of the entire area of forty-
five acres about ten are in the city of Chelsea and the
remainder in the city of Revere.

This area has a total length of about thirty-nine hun-
dred feet. Mill Creek parallels the Parkway in a very
tortuous route, giving the land a maximum width of
about nine hundred feet, a minimum width of about
one hundred and thirty feet, with an average width of
about four hundred feet.

Mill Creek is a tidal stream affected by a tide gate
at Slade’s Mill. The normal height of the tide is about
ten feet above mean low water mark, and extreme tides
rise as high as thirteen feet. The weir at the dam is
nine feet above mean low water, and the water above
the dam, when the power is being used, is at times drawn
as low as seven feet above mean low water; the water
therefore above the dam at the mill varies from an ex-
treme height of thirteen feet to as low as seven feet above
mean low tide, with a normal variation from ten feet to
somewhat below nine feet, depending on the amount of
storage that is drawn for power purposes.

Of the entire tract of land fully one-half is below grade
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eleven and is covered with water at extreme high tides;
most of the land is below grade thirteen; and only a
small area, about six and one-half acres in small areas at
different points near the parkway, is as high as grade
fifteen. To fill the entire tract of land to a dry level
height would require a large amount of fill and would
involve a very substantial cost. Without such filling
the entire area cannot be made available for recreational
uses. The area is too small for even a nine-hole golf
course were it otherwise adaptable.

The Commission does not believe that it is practicable
to establish a golf course on this land or that the expense
of improving the entire tract is warranted. It does feel
that it is feasible to fill and improve certain areas by
the planting of trees and shrubs. It suggests that six
areas, each containing about ten thousand square feet,
be filled and loamed at bends in the creek where a small
amount of vegetation would give a maximum effect,
thus relieving the bareness of this large stretch of salt
marsh. These small areas would then be accessible for
use if desired, and would be a nucleus for further im-
provement if the result justified the expense involved.
It also recommends that there be acquired a small tract
of land, containing about three acres, on the side of the
creek opposite the Parkway where the creek nearly cuts
in two the reservation land. This would allow at some
future time the straightening of the creek, and in the
meantime prevent a possible objectionable development
of this land. To attempt to construct a golf course or
other recreational improvement on these salt marshes
would be both costly and unsatisfactory, and a simple
planting as recommended would add greatly to the at-
tractiveness and go far to eliminate the present appear-
ance of waste land.

The cost of these improvements, including the addi-
tional land, is estimated at $12,000.

The overpass at Broadway with its approaches has
been completed, but the sum of money provided has
allowed little, if any, loaming or improvement of the
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aiea adjacent to the roadways. The hard appearance
and bleakness of the mound of the overpass would be
much improved if the area could be properly loamed and
grassed, and by the addition of trees and a few groups
of shrubbery. Unless some work of this kind is done
the slopes are sure to wash and gully and the area grow
up to a tangle of weeds. The Commission recommends
that a sum of $B,OOO be provided to properly improve
this area.

The entire area described in this report was acquired
as a part of the land required for the Revere Beach Park-
way and as a protection for it. Its purpose was to
afford open areas along the parkway and to prevent an
undesirable development of this waste land until such
time as it might be desirable to further improve it. To
this extent the land has served its purpose. There is
little demand for the private development of this area.
There is a large amount of vacant land privately owned
on the opposite side of the creek. The sale value of
the land would be comparatively little and its use would
be limited to purposes undesirable for the parkway.
The Commission does not feel it is advisable or expedient
to sell the land.

A plan 1 of the improvements as herein recommended
together with a draft of legislation to carry the same
into effect are herewith fded with this report.

Respectfully submitted

DAVIS B. KENISTON
GEO. B. WASON,
WM. F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALI

Metropolitan District Commission

c
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

Am Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion to improve Certain Reservation Land along the
Revere Beach Parkway in the Cities of Chelsea and
Revere.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commis-
-2 sion is hereby authorized to fill, grade and improve
3 by learning, seeding and planting a certain area of
4 land lying between the Revere Beach Parkway and
5 Mill creek and Webster avenue and Broadway in
6 the cities of Chelsea and Revere, and including the
7 area of land adjacent to the overpass at Broadway,
8 as in the opinion of the commission seems desirable,
9 and for said purpose may also take by eminent domain

10 under chapter ninety-two of the General Laws or
11 acquire by purchase or otherwise an area of land
12 lying in the city of Chelsea on the southerly side of
13 said Mill creek.

Cfie Commontocalt!) of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the
2 work authorized by this act, the commission may
3 expend such sums not in excess of twenty thousand
4 dollars as may hereafter be appropriated, the same
5 to be paid by the cities and towns of the metropolitan
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6 parks district in proportion to the respective taxable
7 valuation of the property of said cities and towns as
8 defined in section fifty-nine of said chapter ninety-
-9 two.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






