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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ES-
TABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE RELATIVE
TO PARTICIPATION BY THE COMMON-
WEALTH IN THE WORLD’S FAIR AT CHI-
CAGO IN NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
THIRTY-THREE.

[Ways and Means (Joint).]

Boston, November 9, 1931.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
ith of Massachusetts.

In compliance with the recommendation made by
His Excellency Governor Joseph B. Ely on March 11,
1931, the Honorable Senate and House of Represent-
atives passed a resolve, chapter 27, which was approved
May 26, 1931, establishing as a Special Commission
one member of the Senate, two members of the House
of Representatives and one person appointed by the
Governor to investigate the advisability of Massachu-
setts participating in A Century of Progress Interna-
tional Exposition to be held in Chicago in 1933.

The Commission duly appointed consisted of
ienator Samuel H. Wragg, Needham, Chairman

Representative Victor F. Jewett, Lowell
Representative John A. Jones, Peabody.
Mr. Charles .1. O’Malley, Boston

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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1 his Commission visited Chicago on September 30
and were met by officials of A Century of Progress In-
ternational Exposition and were taken over the grounds
selected for the location of A Century of Progress Inter-
national Exposition. This site extends along the shores
of Lake Michigan for a distance of three and one-half
miles and is admirably situated for the convenience of
visitors in the heart of the city of Chicago.

These grounds are under the control of the South
Park Commission and are evidently the property of the
city of Chicago.

Extensive works were in progress when your Com-
mission arrived, and several buildings were under con-
struction. All of these were carefully examined by your
Commission. Among the buildings permanently located
on this site are

The Field Museum of Natural History.
The Shedd Aquarium.
The Adler Planetarium.

The famous Soldiers Field Stadium is situated about
midway on the grounds and will accommodate 100,000
persons.

The Administration Building is completed. The
Transportation and Science Buildings are far advanced,
and the replica of the Old Fort Dearborn, Chicago’s
early fortress, is finished and is visited daily by a large
number of sightseers.

After a very thorough examination of the construc-
tions now under way, your Commission met with the
officers and active members of A Century of Progress
International Exposition. These included the President,
Mr. Rufus C. Dawes and other members of the Commis-
sion. They explained fully the object of the Exposition,
which was briefly “A Century of Scientific Progress,”
which included expositions of Basic Science, Pure Science
and Applied Science.

This great work is sponsored by the National Research
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Council of the U. S. A. and has the active support of
four hundred of the leading scientists of America.

In the plan of the Exposition Grounds there are a
number of buildings to be erected, known as the State
Group, in which space has been allotted to the States
of the Union. Already forty States have intimated their
willingness to exhibit their attractions in this particular
group of buildings.

The most desirable of these buildings was tentatively
allotted to Massachusetts, with a space of about five
thousand square feet. In this space would be exhibited
the most pronounced features of the industrial and
scientific development of Massachusetts in the last one
hundred yea

of Massachusetts has been
; expositions which have been

In the past, the State
represented in all the leadini
held, dating back to the Ph
There was an appropriatio

ladelphia Exposition of 1876.

$175,000, expended at the Columbian Exposition at
Chicago in 1893. At the St. Louis Exposition in 1904
this State expended $lOO,OOO, while for the San Francisco
Exposition in 1915 Massachusetts appropriated $265,000.

Considering the importance of Massachusetts as a
great industrial State, and realizing that it would be un-
businesslike for this Commonwealth not to be represented
at A Century of Progress International Exposition in
Chicago in 1933, your Commission herewith unani-
mously recommend to the Honorable Senate and House
of Representatives that the State of Massachusetts
appropriate $lOO,OOO, to be expended for the benefit of
this Commonwealth at A Century of Progress Inter-
national Exposition at Chicago.

A resolve relative to the participation of the Com-
monwealth in said Exposition is submitted herewith
for the consideration of the General Court.

H. WIIAGG, Chairman.
F. JEWETT.

SAMUEL
VICTOR
JOHN A
CHAS. J

JONES.
O’MALLEY

this Commonwealth of
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Accompanying report of special commission appointed under chap-
ter 27, Resolves of 1931, relative to participation of the Common-
wealth in “A Century of Progress” International Exposition at
Chicago in 1933.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

Resolve relative to the Participation of the Common-
wealth in “A Century of Progress” International
Exposition at Chicago in the Year Nineteen Hundred
and Thirty-three.

Cfje Commonluealtt) of £©assacl)usctts

1 ' Resolved, That for the purpose of exhibiting the
2 arts, industries, institutions, resources, products and
3 general development of the commonwealth at A
4 Century of Progress International Exposition at
5 Chicago, Illinois, in the year nineteen hundred and
6 thirty-three, the governor, with the advice and
7 consent of the council, shall appoint a special un-

-8 paid commission, to be known as the Massachusetts
9 Commission for A Century of Progress Interna-

-10 tional Exposition, to consist of five citizens of the
11 commonwealth. The said commission shall have
12 charge of the interests of the commonwealth and
13 its citizens in the preparation and exhibition at the
14 said exposition of the natural and industrial products

15 of the commonwealth and of objects illustrating its
16 history, progress, moral and material welfare and
17 plans for its future development, and of all other
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18 matters relating to said exposition. The commis-
-19 sion shall communicate with the officers of the expo-
-20 sition and shall obtain and disseminate throughout
21 the commonwealth all necessary information regard-
-22 ing the exposition, and in general shall have and exer-
-23 cise full authority in relation to the participation
24 of the commonwealth and its citizens in the exposi-
-25 tion. For the purposes of this resolve, the said
26 commission may expend, after an appropriation has
27 been made, such sums, not exceeding one hundred
28 thousand dollars, as may be approved by the governor
29 and council. The commission shall submit a report
30 to the governor and council and to the general court
31 by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
32 representatives on or before the first Wednesday of
33 December in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-34 three.
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