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Petition of Henry R. Heard and others that the Magnolia district

of Gloucester be set off and annexed to the town of Manchester.
Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two

An Act annexing that Part of the City of Gloucester
commonly called Magnolia to the Town of Manchester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All the territory now within the city
2 of Gloucester which lies within the following described
3 lines, to wit: Beginning at a point approximately
4 eight hundred and seventy-four feet northeasterly on
5 the coast from the point at which Norman’s Woe
6 brook, so called, enters the ocean, thence running
7 northwesterly in a straight line to a point where Hes-
-8 perus avenue intersects said brook, thence by said
9 brook northerly and westerly to the point where

10 said brook crosses Western avenue, thence westerly in
11 a straight line to the northerly corner of the Dunbar
12 property on the westerly side of Magnolia avenue,
13 and thence along a straight line to a point on the
14 Boston and Maine railroad, thence running south-
-15 westerly on the line of the said railroad to the point
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16 of the Manchester and Gloucester boundary line,
17 thence running southeasterly and southerly by the
18 boundary line of the town of Manchester and the
19 city of Gloucester, thence running southerly and
20 easterly along the Atlantic ocean to the point of begin-
-21 ning, said territory, being commonly known as Mag-
-22 nolia, is hereby set off and separated from the city of
23 Gloucester and annexed to and made a part of the
24 town of Manchester. The inhabitants of said annexed
25 territory shall hereafter be inhabitants of said town
26 of Manchester and shall, except as hereinafter pro-
-27 vided, enjoy all the rights and privileges and be
28 subject to all the duties and liabilities of the inhabit-
-29 ants of said town of Manchester.

1 Section 2. The inhabitants of and the estates
2 within that part of the city of Gloucester annexed to
3 the town of Manchester by this act, and the owners
4 of all such estates, shall be holden to pay all arrears
5 of taxes which have legally been assessed upon them
6 by the said city, and all taxes heretofore assessed and
7 not collected shall be collected by the tax collector of
8 the city of Gloucester and paid to the treasurer of
9 said city.

1 Section 3. The town of Manchester shall be liable
2 for the support of all persons now or hereafter needing
3 relief as needy persons whose settlement was gained
4 either by original acquisition or by derivation within
5 the limits of that part of the city of Gloucester an-
-6 nexed to the town of Manchester by this act.

1 Section 4. The corporate property of the city of
2 Gloucester within that part of said city which is



1932.] HOUSE — No. 79. 3

3 annexed hereby to the town of Manchester shall be
4 vested in and is hereby declared to be the property
5 of the said town of Manchester.

1 Section 5. Within one year from the date upon
2 which this act becomes effective the town of Man-
-3 Chester shall pay to the city of Gloucester the amount
4 paid or contracted to be paid by the city of Gloucester
5 for the construction of a fire house in the annexed
6 territory.

1 Section 6. The city clerk of the city of Gloucester
2 shall prepare a list of registered voters in the territory
3 hereby annexed to the town of Manchester and for-
-4 ward the same to the town clerk of said town, and the
5 names of persons on said list shall be placed on the
6 registers of said town and shall be added to, and
7 become a part of, the voting lists of said town.

1 Section 7. All rights heretofore secured to exist-
-2 ing corporations in the territory hereby annexed to
3 the town of Manchester shall continue as though this
4 act had not been passed. The powers and privileges
5 reserved to the city of Gloucester and the mayor and
6 municipal council thereof in any orders, decrees or
7 contracts heretofore made by the mayor and munici-
-8 pal council of said city in such territory shall inure to
9 and be exercised by the town of Manchester, and the

10 selectmen thereof, respectively, as fully as if said
11 orders, decrees or contracts had originally been made
12 by the selectmen thereof.

1 Section 8. The town of Manchester by its board
2 of public works, thereto empowered hereby, shall,
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3 without requiring a guarantee by prospective users
4 upon cost of installation thereof, within one year
5 after the date this act takes effect, install in the terri-
-6 tory annexed by this act, connected with the water
7 supply system of the town of Manchester, a water
8 main of adequate size for the supply of municipal
9 water to such territory; and said town of Manchester

10 may, for the purpose of defraying the cost of such
11 installation, borrow such sum or sums as may be
12 necessary under authority of law authorizing said
13 town to borrow for the water supply system of the
14 town of Manchester.

1 Section 9. The town of Manchester and the city
2 of Gloucester shall each pay one half of the expenses,
3 including the expenses already incurred, of making
4 necessary surveys and establishing the lines between
5 Gloucester and Manchester.

1 Section 10. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters within the territory of the city of
3 Gloucester, hereby annexed, and of the town of Man-
-4 Chester at the state election in the current year, in
5 the form of the following question which shall be
6 printed on the official ballot to be used in said city
7 and town at said election: “ Shall an act passed by
8 the general court in the year nineteen hundred and
9 thirty-two, entitled ‘An Act to annex a Part of the

10 City of Gloucester to the Town of Manchester’, be
11 accepted?” As soon as may be after said election, the
12 city clerk of said city shall certify to the secretary of
13 the commonwealth the number of voters in said ter-
-14 ritory who voted in the affirmative in answer to said
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15 question and the number who voted in the negative
16 on said question; and the selectmen and town clerk
17 of the town of Manchester shall, as soon as may be
18 after said election, make a like return of the number
19 of voters in said town who voted in the affirmative
20 and the number who voted in the negative on said
21 question. If it shall appear from said certificates
22 that a majority of the voters voting thereon in said
23 territory in the city of Gloucester and a majority of
24 the voters voting thereon in the town of Manchester
25 voted in the affirmative in answer to said question,
26 the secretary shall immediately issue and publish his
27 certificate declaring this act to have been duly ac-
-28 cepted, and it shall take effect on the first Monday in
29 January, in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-30 three.

1 Section 11. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs its submission to the registered voters within
3 the territory of the city of Gloucester hereby annexed
4 and Manchester shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Section 12. If any election or balloting upon the
2 question of the acceptance of this act, either by said
3 city or by said town shall, within two months there-
-4 after, be declared void by the supreme judicial court
5 upon summary proceedings which may be had in any
6 county on the petition of fifty voters of either said
7 city or said town, the question of accepting said act
8 shall again be submitted to the legal voters of said
9 city and town, and a meeting thereof shall within

10 thirty days thereafter be called, held and conducted,
11 and the votes returned and other proceedings had
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12 thereon, in the manner hereinbefore provided. But
13 no election or balloting shall be held void for infor-
-14 mality in calling, holding or conducting the election,
15 or returning the votes or otherwise, except upon
16 proceedings instituted therefor and determined within
17 sixty days thereafter as aforesaid.






