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By Mr. Hickey of Boston, petition of William P. Hickey that

Congress be memorialized in opposition to the proposed establishment
of a federal department of education with a commissioner to be a

member of the President’s Cabinet. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

Resolutions memorializing Congress to Reject the Pro-
posed Legislation for the Establishment of a Federal
Department of Education with a Commissioner to be a
Member of the President’s Cabinet.

1 Whereas, There is pending in the congress of the
2 United States a proposal to establish a federal depart-
-3 ment of education, with a commissioner to be in the
4 cabinet of the president; and
5 Whereas, The creation of said department with its
6 proposed powers and duties is believed to be unwise,
7 unnecessary, undesirable and entirely contrary to the
8 wishes of the people of the commonwealth of Massa-
-9 chusetts, who are opposed to the growing trend

10 toward centralization of power by federal bureaucra-
-11 cies and further encroachment upon the preservation
12 of the American principle of local communities govern-
-13 ing themselves in all matters reserved to them by the
14 constitution of the United States; and
lo Whereas, The educational systems of the cities and
16 towns of the commonwealth are being efficiently con-
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17 ducted by competent officials and teachers, with the
18 co-operation, supervision and approval of the state
19 department ofeducation; therefore be it
20 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
21 earnestly and respectfully petitions the congress of the
22 United States to reject the proposal for the establish-
-23 ment of said department, with its consequent inter-
-24 ference with and gradual control of the schools and the
25 school systems of not only this commonwealth but of
26 the various individual communities in our nation, and
27 which, next to federal control of religion, would be
28 the worst of all bureaucracies, the centralized con-
-29 trol of our schools; and be it further
30 Resolved, That certified copies of these resolutions
31 be sent forthwith by the secretary of the common-

-32 wealth to the presiding officers of both branches of
33 congress and to each of the senators and representa-
-34 tives in congress from this commonwealth.






