
HOUSE No. 152
Accompanying the second recommendation of the Secretary of

the Commonwealth (House, No. 150). Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to Registration and Return of Births,
Marriages and Deaths.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter forty-
-2 six of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the seventh line, the words “ records
4 of births and ” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: returns of births in such town and of the
6 records of, —so as to read as follows: Section
7 17. The clerk of each town, and of each city con-

-8 taining less than thirty thousand inhabitants, an-
-9 nually, on or before March first, the clerks of cities

10 containing more than thirty thousand and less than
11 one hundred thousand inhabitants, annually, on or
12 before April first, and the clerks of cities containing
13 one hundred thousand inhabitants or more, annu-
-14 ally, on or before May first, shall transmit to the
15 state secretary certified copies of the returns of
16 births in such town and of the records of marriages
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17 recorded therein during the preceding year, with
18 certified copies, upon blanks provided by him, of
19 such records and corrections in such records as have
20 not been previously returned. The clerk of each
21 city and town shall, on or before the tenth day of
22 every month, transmit to the state secretary, upon
23 blanks to be furnished by him, certified copies of
24 the returns of deaths in such town during the pre-
-25 ceding month. In case no deaths have occurred,
26 the fact shall be certified by the town clerk within
27 ten davs after the close of such month.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-six of said chapter
2 forty-six, as amended by chapter two hundred and
3 seventy-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-nine, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in the second, third and fourth lines, the words
6 “ upon presenting to the town treasurer a certificate
7 of the receipt of the prescribed copies by the state
8 secretary” and inserting in place thereof the words:
9- for recording and indexing returns of births, mar-

-10 riages and deaths and for transmitting to the state
11 secretary the copies prescribed by section seventeen
12 of this chapter, —so as to read as follows: — Section
13 26. The town clerk shall receive the following fees
14 from the town for recording and indexing returns of
15 births, marriages and deaths and for transmitting to
16 the state secretary the copies prescribed by section
17 seventeen of this chapter: For each marriage, fifty
18 cents; for each birth, one dollar; for each death re-

-19 turned to him by an undertaker or the board of
20 health, fifty cents; for each death not so returned
21 but obtained and recorded by him, one dollar. He
22 shall also receive from the town the following fees:
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23 For each certificate transmitted under section twelve,
24 fifty cents; for receiving and recording an affidavit
25 and forwarding a copy thereof under section thirteen,
26 one dollar; for sending the notice required by section
27 twenty-three, fifty cents; for each oath administered
28 in his capacity as clerk, twenty-five cents. A town
29 may limit the aggregate compensation allowed to its
30 clerk.




