
HOUSE No. 167
By Mr. Herter of Boston (by request), petition (accompanied

by bill, House, No. 167) of Theodore A. Lothrop and others that
the definition of “ neglected children ” be broadened and that legal
proceedings involving neglected children be simplified and expe-
dited. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Conditions governing the Institu-
tion of Complaints against Neglected Children and to
Certain Procedure Therein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and nineteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 forty-two and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:
5 Section The Boston juvenile court or a dis-
-6 trict court, except the municipal court of the city of
7 Boston, upon a complaint made by any person that
8 any child under sixteen years of age within its juris-
-9 diction, by reason of orphanage, or of the neglect,

10 crime, cruelty, feeble-mindedness, insanity, drunken-
-11 ness or other vice of its parents, is growing up with-
-12 out education, or without salutary control, or
13 without proper physical care, or in circumstances
14 exposing him to lead an idle and dissolute life, or
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15 for any of said causes except orphanage is depend-
-16 ent upon public charity, may issue a precept to
17 bring such child before said court, and shall issue a
18 notice to the department or its agent requiring the
19 department or its agent to appear before said court
20 at the time and place stated therein, to show cause
21 why such child should not be committed to the de-
-22 partment or be otherwise provided for. A summons
23 shall be issued to at least one of the parents of the
24 child, if either of them is known to reside within the
25 commonwealth, and, if after reasonable search no
26 such parent can be found within the commonwealth,
27 to its lawful guardian, if there is one known to be
28 so resident, and if not, to the person with whom
29 such child last resided, if known, otherwise to some
30 suitable person to act in behalf of such child, to
31 appear before said court at the time and place stated
32 therein to show cause as aforesaid.






