
HOUSE 175
By Mr. Herter of Boston (by request), petition (accompanied

by bill, House, No. 175) of Theodore A. Lothrop and others that
criminal proceedings against children under seventeen years of age

regulated further. Judiciary (Joint)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act abolishing the Age Limitation of Fourteen Years
for Alternative Criminal Proceedings within the Ju-
venile Age.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventy-four of chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the second line, the word
4 “ fourteen ” and inserting in place thereof the word:—
5 seventeen, —so as to read as follows: Section 7Jf.
6 Criminal proceedings shall not be begun against any
7 child between seven and seventeen years of age,
8 except for offences punishable by death or imprison-
-9 ment for life, unless proceedings against him as a

10 delinquent child have been begun and dismissed as
11 required by section sixty-one.

1 Section 2. Section seventy-five of said chapter
- one hundred and nineteen is hereby amended by
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3 striking out, in the second line, the word “ fourteen ”

4 and inserting in place thereof the word; seventeen,
5- and by striking out, in the third and fourth lines,
6 the words “or against any child between fourteen and
7 seventeen years of age ”, —so as to read as follows:
8 Section 75. Upon complaint against any child between
9 seven and seventeen years of age against whom pro-

-10 ceedings have been begun and dismissed as required
11 by section sixty-one for any offence not punishable by
12 death or imprisonment for life, such court or trial
13 justice shall examine, on oath, the complainant and
14 the witnesses produced by him, shall reduce the
15 complaint to writing and cause it to be subscribed by
16 the complainant, and may issue a warrant reciting
17 the substance of the accusation and requiring the
18 officer to whom it is directed forthwith to take the
19 person accused and bring him before said court or

20 trial justice, to be dealt with according to law, and to
21 summon such witnesses as shall be named therein to
22 appear and give evidence on the examination. The
23 provisions of section fifty-five shall apply to proceed-
-24 ings under this section, except that the summons shall
25 require the person summoned to show cause why the
26 child should not be committed to the Lyman school
27 or an industrial school.






