
HOUSE No. 334
By Mr. Carroll of Revere (by request), petition of John Malcolm

Macauley for the assessment of a head tax on male and female inhabit-
ants above the age of twenty for the purpose of providing adequate
assistance for certain deserving citizens. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two,

An Act providing for the Assessment and Collection of a
Head Tax on Male and Female Inhabitants of the
Commonwealth above the Age of Twenty.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to
3 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
4 preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 one the following new section;
4 Section IA. In the year nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-two and annually thereafter, a head tax shall
6 be assessed on every inhabitant of the commonwealth
7 above the age of twenty, whether a citizen of the
8 United States or an alien, the amount of said tax so

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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9 to be assessed on every male inhabitant shall be one
10 dollar, and on every female inhabitant, two dollars.

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section four of chapter
3 one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 Except as otherwise provided by law, the assessors,
8 assistant assessors, or one or more of them, shall an-
-9 nually, in April or May, visit every building in their

10 respective cities and towns and, after diligent inquiry,
11 shall make true lists containing, as nearly as they can
12 ascertain, the name, age, occupation, and residence
13 on April first in the current year, and the residence
14 on April first in the preceding year, of every person
15 twenty years of age or older, residing in their respec-
-16 tive cities and towns. Instead of preparing their own
17 lists as aforesaid, the assessors in a city or town hav-
-18 ing a listing board may use certified copies of similar
19 lists prepared by said board as provided by law, and
20 such board shall include the names of both male and
21 female persons in the certified copies of the lists of
22 persons twenty years of age or older which it is re-

-23 quired by law to transmit to the assessors.

1 Section 3. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section four and the
3 heading “Collection of Poll Taxes” and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section under the heading
5 “Collection of Poll and Head Taxes”:
6 Section 4- A board of assessors shall, within a
7 reasonable time after the preparation or acquisition
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8 by them of the lists of persons as provided in section
9 four of chapter fifty-one, assess the poll taxes and

10 head taxes of all male persons and the head taxes
11 of all female persons whose names are contained in
12 said lists and deliver to the collector tax lists con-
-13 taining the names 'and addresses of all persons so
14 assessed, and the number of polls assessed to each
15 and the amount of the respective taxes thereon. The
16 assessors shall also deliver to the collector their war-
-17 rants in the customary form for the collection forth-
-18 with of all taxes contained in said lists; but no such
19 list or warrant shall be issued to any collector until,
20 conformably to law, he has given bond and has other-
-21 wise qualified himself for the performance of his

22 duties. Poll and head taxes so committed to the col-
-23 lector shall be subject to the laws relating to poll
24 taxes committed by warrant under section fifty-three
25 of chapter fifty-nine. Head taxes assessed hereunder
26 may be assessed separately as of April first and billed
27 separately, or may be assessed and billed by inclusion
28 with poll taxes assessed hereunder.

1 Section 4. Said chapter sixty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section five and inserting in
3 place thereof the following:
4 Section 5. A collector of taxes receiving from the
5 assessors lists and warrants under the preceding sec-
-6 tion shall forthwith proceed to collect the poll and
7 head taxes from the persons entered on such lists.
8 Except as otherwise provided, all laws relating to the
9 collection of taxes, to the duties and powers of collec-

-10 tors, to money collected as taxes, interest, charges and
11 fees, to the accounting for and turning over of money
12 so collected, and to the crediting thereof to the collec-
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13 tor, shall apply to the collection of poll and head
14 taxes from the persons whose names appear on such
15 lists.

1 Section 5. Chapter fifty-eight of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section ten
3 the four following new sections:
4 Section 10A. Assessors shall annually on or before
5 July first certify to the commissioner, in such form and
6 detail as he may require, the total number of head
7 taxes assessed by them under section four of chapter
8 sixty and committed for collection in the current year,
9 and the commissioner thereupon, but not later than

10 August first, shall assess and levy upon each town a
11 special state tax on account of the inhabitants therein
12 taxable under section one A of chapter fifty-nine, at
13 the rate of one dollar for each male so taxable and two
14 dollars for each female so taxable. Such special state
15 tax shall be computed upon the information at the time
16 of assessment in his possession, and, in lieu of better
17 information, may be assessed upon information as to
18 inhabitants taxable under said section four, as shown
19 in returns and tables filed in the preceding year by the
20 assessors with the commissioner, or upon such other
21 information as he may have, and he may allow for such
22 annual increase in the number of head taxes as he may
23 determine to be proper.
24 Section 108. The commissioner shall annually on
25 or before October fifth certify and commit to the state
26 treasurer the taxes assessed under section ten A and
27 the taxes so certified and committed shall thereupon
28 be due and payable by each town and the treasurer
29 thereof and the state treasurer shall have the same
30 remedies and powers with respect to the collection of



1932.] HOUSE No. 334. 5

31 a special state tax assessed under section ten A as he
32 has with respect to the collection of the annual state
33 tax.
34 Section lOC. The commissioner shall from time to
35 time assess and levy upon each town, and certify and
36 commit to the state treasurer, taxes with respect to
37 any head taxes not included in the assessment made
38 under section ten A, and taxes so assessed shall be
39 payable and may be enforced in the same manner as
40 those originally assessed.
41 Section 10D. The assessors may, from time to
42 time, certify under oath to the commissioner, in such
43 form and detail as he may require, the list of head
44 taxes which the collector of their town has been unable
45 to collect by reason of the poverty, death or other
46 inability of the persons assessed to pay, and the com-
-47 missioner may credit the town with the amount of such
48 uncollected taxes if in his opinion they cannot be col-
-49 lected. The state treasurer shall pay or credit to a
50 town, on account of such uncollectible head taxes
51 assessed therein, such amounts as the commissioner
52 may from time to time certify.

1 Section 6. Chapter one hundred and eighteen A
2 of the General Laws, inserted by section one of chap-
-3 ter four hundred and two of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty, is hereby amended by striking
5 out section three and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:-
7 Section 3. In respect to all aged persons in receipt
8 of assistance under this chapter, the town rendering
9 the assistance shall, within ten days after the approval

10 of the bills by the department and subject otherwise
11 to the provisions of section forty-two of chapter one
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12 hundred and twenty-one, be reimbursed by the com-
-13 monwealth from the proceeds of the tax imposed by
14 section one A of chapter fifty-nine, for the amount
15 of assistance given. If the department fails to act
16 upon said bills within four months of the date
17 upon which they are submitted, they shall be deemed
18 to be approved and reimbursement therefor shall be
19 made as herein provided.

1 Section 7. Sections one, two and three of this
2 act shall take effect as of April first in the current
3 year, and section four thereof shall take effect July
4 first in the current year.






