
HOUSE No. 449

By Mr. Rafter of Salem, petition of George J. Bates and other
mayors for legislation to regulate further the expenditures of school
and other departments of cities and towns. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

an Act relative to Municipal Finance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same , as folloivs:

1 Chapter forty-four of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section thirty-one and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following new section: -

4 Section 31. No department including school de-
-5 partments of any city or town, except Boston, shall
6 incur liability in excess of the appropriations made
7 specifically in itemized form for the use of such de-
-8 partment, except in cases of extreme emergency in-
-9 volving the health or safety of persons or property,

10 and then only by a vote in a city of two thirds of
11 the members of the city council, and in a town by a
12 vote of two thirds of the selectmen. Departments
13 of a city or town shall be deemed to include all de-
-14 partments under public control, including school de-
-15 partments and financed in whole or in part by
16 moneys received from taxation. All provisions of
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17 statutes requiring departments of a city or town to
18 do certain things shall be construed to mean that
19 the work is to be done only to the extent of the ap-
-20 propriation specifically made therefor which is avail-
-21 able for such work. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-22 sistent herewith are hereby repealed.






