
HOUSE No. 593

By Mr. Sawyer of Ware (by request), petition of the State Execu-
tive Committee of the Socialist Party that the Commonwealth estab-
lish an educational institution to be known as the University of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act to establish the University of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in the
2 commonwealth of Massachusetts an institution of
3 learning by the name and style of the “University of
4 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

1 Section 2. This university of the commonwealth
2 of Massachusetts shall include, and have full control
3 over, the state normal schools at Barnstable, Bridge-
-4 water, Fitchburg, Framingham, Lowell, North Adams,
5 Salem, Westfield, and Worcester; together with the
6 Massachusetts school of art, the Massachusetts state
7 college, the Massachusetts nautical school, the Brad-
-8 ford-Durfee textile school at Fall River, the Lowell

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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9 textile school, the New Bedford textile school and the
10 division of university extension.

1 Section 3. The government of the university of
2 the commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be vested
3 in a board of regents, to consist of the commissioner
4 of education and the advisory board of education.
5 They shall be appointed by the governor and the
6 council in the manner provided by the statutes of the
7 commonwealth.

1 Section 4. The board of regents and their suc-
-2 cessors in office shall constitute a body corporate, by
3 the name of “The Regents of the University of the
4 Commonwealth of Massachusetts,” and shall possess
5 all the powers necessary or convenient to accomplish
6 the objects and perform the duties described by law,
7 and shall have the custody of the books, records,
8 buildings and other property of the said university of
9 the commonwealth of Massachusetts. The commis-

-10 sioner of education shall serve as president of the
11 board. The board shall elect a secretary and treas-
-12 urer, who shall perform such duties as shall be pre-
-13 scribed by the by-laws of the board. The secretary
14 shall keep a faithful record of all the transactions of
15 the board. The treasurer shall perform all the duties
16 of such office, subject to such regulations as the board
17 may adopt, and for the faithful discharge of all his
18 duties shall execute a bond in such sum as the auditor
19 of the commonwealth may direct.

1 Section 5. The time of the election of the secre-
-2 tary and treasurer of said board, and the duration of
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3 their respective terms of office, and the times for

4 holding the regular annual meeting and such other
5 meetings as may be required, and the manner of notify-
-6 ing the same, shall be determined by the by-laws of
7 the board. A majority of the board shall constitute
8 a quorum for the transaction of business, but a less
9 number may adjourn from time to time.

1 Section 6. The board of regents shall enact laws
2 for the government of the university in all its branches,
3 elect the requisite number of professors, instructors,
4 officers, and employees, and fix the salaries and the
5 term of office of each, and determine the moral,
6 physical and educational qualifications of applicants
7 for admission to the various courses of instruction;
8 but no instruction either sectarian in religion or
9 partisan in politics shall ever be allowed in any de-

-10 partment of the university, and no sectarian or par-
-11 tisan test shall ever be allowed or exercised in the ap-
-12 pointments of regents or in election of professors,
13 teachers or other officers of the university, or in the
14 admission of students thereto, or for any purpose
15 whatever. No person shall ever be denied admission
16 to, nor any of the degree privileges or immunities of
17 the university because of sex, race, or color. The
18 board of regents shall not require attendance of
19 students or faculty at religious exercises. The board
20 of regents shall have the power to remove the presi-
-21 dent or any professor, instructor or officer of the uni-
-22 versity, when, in their judgment, the interests of the
23 university require it; provided that whenever any
24 professor, instructor, or officer, other than the presi-
-25 dent of the university, shall have served three years
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26 as a teacher or administrative officer of the university
27 or of any public or other school maintained by the
28 commonwealth or by any county, city or town thereof,
29 he shall not be removed except after a public hearing
30 and for good and sufficient reason.
31 The board may prescribe rules and regulations for
32 the management of the libraries, museums, labora-
-33 tories and all other property of the university and of
34 its several departments, and for the care and preserva-
-35 tion thereof, with penalties and forfeitures, by way of
36 damages, for their violation, which may be sued for
37 and collected in the name of the board before any court
38 having jurisdiction in such action.

1 Section 7. The president of the university shall
2 be the president of the several faculties of the uni-
-3 versity, and the executive head of the instructional
4 force in all its departments; as such he shall have
5 authority, subject to the board of regents, to nomi-
-6 nate all instructors, to make such recommendations as
7 he may deem advisable for the proper conduct and
8 development of the university, and to give general
9 direction to the instruction and scientific investiga-

te) tions of the university. The immediate government
11 of the university shall be entrusted to the faculty,
12 but the regents shall have the power to regulate and
13 approve courses of instruction, to confer degrees and
14 grant such diplomas as are customarily conferred in
15 universities, including the degree of associate in arts
16 in university extension, and to confer upon the
17 faculty through by-laws the powev to suspend or

18 expel students for misconduct or other sufficient cause
19 described by such by-laws.
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] Section 8. No student who shall have been a
2 resident of the commonwealth for one year next pre-
-3 ceding his admission shall be required to pay any
4 fees for tuition, or for matriculation or degrees, in
5 any department in the university, except in instruc-
-6 tion given by correspondence. The regents may
7 prescribe rates of tuition for students in correspond-
-8 ence courses, and fees for the use of apparatus and
9 equipment. The regents may also establish suitable
10 tuition rates for students who are not residents of
11 Massachusetts. The regents shall establish, in con-
-12 nection with the university, an employment bureau
13 for the purpose of enabling graduates of the university
14 to find suitable positions, and to assist students,
15 during the period of their attendance, in finding
16 needed remunerative employment.

1 Section 9. The board of regents is authorized and
2 instructed to establish colleges of arts and sciences
3 and such professional or other schools as they may
4 deem advisable, in any one or more of the cities and
5 towns wherein a state normal school, textile school or
6 agricultural college is now located or in the cities of
7 Boston, Springfield, or Pittsfield. They shall not
8 prevent the university from conducting classes in any
9 city or town of the commonwealth.

1 Section 10. The board of regents shall be em-
-2 powered to enter into an agreement with the board of
3 regents of the state university or college of any state
4 in the United States, whereby free tuition may be
5 granted to a fixed number of students from that state
6 in the university of the commonwealth of Massachu-
-7 setts in exchange for a like privilege granted by said
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8 state university or college to residents of Massachu-
-9 setts.

1 Section 11. The board of regents is authorized,
2 in their discretion, to accept in behalf of the university
3 any gifts or legacies.

1 Section 12. The governor and council of the
2 commonwealth shall act as overseers of the university.
3 No appointment of any officer of instruction or of
4 administration shall take effect until approved by the
5 board of overseers, by vote of a majority of those
6 present and voting. They shall appoint annually an
7 unpaid board of visitors to each of the several schools
8 and departments of the university. The mayor or
9 board of selectmen, of the city or town in which a

10 school of the university is located, shall be ex-officio
11 members of the board of visitors of that school. The
12 power of the boards of visitors shall be limited to re-
-13 porting on the state of the university and recommend-
-14 ing changes or new legislation in connection with the
15 university and to such other powers as the board of
16 regents may delegate to them.

1 Section 13. The members of the present boards of
2 trustees shall serve on the boards of visitors until the
3 expiration of their several present terms of office. The
4 president of Massachusetts state college at the time
5 this act goes into effect shall serve as the first president
6 of the university.

1 Section 14. The regents, the overseers and the
2 members of the boards of visitors shall receive the
3 actual amount of their expenses in travelling to and



1932.] HOUSE —No. 593. 7

4 from, and in attendance at all meetings of the boards,
5 or incurred in the performance of any duty in pur-
-6 suance of the direction of their respective boards,
7 the accounts of such expenses to be duly audited in
8 the same manner as other expenditures in behalf of
9 the commonwealth.

1 Section 15. This act shall take effect on, and be
2 enforced from and after, the first day of July, next
3 after its passage.




