
By Mr. Duncan of Woburn, petition of Chester Fish and Nor-
man L. Duncan for legislation to establish the maximum expense
of funerals of veteran soldiers and sailors toward which the Com-
monwealth will contribute. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act establishing the Maximum Expense of the
Funerals of Certain Veterans toward which the Com-
monwealth will Contribute.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty of chapter one hundred and fifteen
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section seven of chapter one hundred and fifty-five
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out, in the
6 fifth line, the word “ two ” and inserting in place
7 thereof the word: three, —so as to read as fol-
-8 lows: - Section 20. The expense of a burial as
9 aforesaid shall not exceed one hundred dollars, two

10 dollars of which shall be paid as compensation to
11 the burial agent causing the interment to be made;
12 but if the total expense of the burial, by whomso-
-13 ever incurred, shall exceed three hundred dollars, no
14 payment therefor shall be made by the common-
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15 wealth. The burial shall not be made in any ceme-
-16 tery or burial ground used exclusively for the burial
17 of persons buried under the provisions of chapter
18 one hundred and seventeen, or in any part of any
19 cemetery or burial ground so used. Relatives of the
20 deceased who are unable to bear the expense of
21 burial may be allowed to conduct the funeral. The
22 full amount so expended, the name of the deceased
23 soldier or sailor, the regiment, company, station, or-
-24 ganization or vessel in which he served, the date of
25 death, place of interment, and in case of a wife or
26 widow the name of the husband and date of mar-
-27 riage, and such other details as the commissioner
28 may require, shall be certified on oath to him, in
29 such manner as he may approve, by the burial agent
30 and the treasurer of the town expending the amount,
31 within three months after the burial; and the com-
-32 missioner shall endorse upon the certificate his al-
-33 lowance of such amounts as he finds have been paid,
34 and reported according to the foregoing provisions,
35 and shall transmit the certificate to the comptroller.
36 The amounts legally paid and so allowed, with no
37 expense for disbursement, shall be reimbursed by the
38 commonwealth to the several towns on or before No-
-39 vember tenth in the year after the expenditures
40 have been made.






