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(This Bill, returned by the Governor, to the House of 
Representatives, the branch in which it originated, with his ob
jections thereto, was passed by the House of Representatives, Ju
ly 18,1977, and, in concurrence, by the Senate, August 15,1977, 
the objections of the Governor notwithstanding, in the manner 
prescribed by the Constitution; and thereby has "the force of a 
law".) 

Chap. 447. AN ACT REGULATING THE TAKING OF SHELLFISH FROM 
CERTAIN CONTAMINATED AREAS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to regulate the taking of shellfish 
from certain contaminated areas, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva
tion of the public safety. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 17 of chapter 130 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out subsection (3), as appearing in 
section 1 of chapter 598 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place 
thereof the following subsection :-

(3) Investigate questions relating to fish and personally or by 
assistants, institute and conduct inquiries pertaining to such 
questions, and conduct such biological research and assist cities 
and towns in the development of shellfish conservation and 
management plans as will, in his opinion, tend to conserve, im
prove and increase the supply of fish in the coastal waters. 

SECTION 2. Section 52 of said chapter 130 is hereby amended 
by striking out the last paragraph, as so appearing, and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraph :-

Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the 
aldermen, city council or selectmen to exercise any authority 
hereunder in areas declared under section seventy-four or under 
corresponding provisions of earlier laws to be contaminated 
unless such action is in accordance with a management plan 
developed by cities and towns with the assistance and approval 
of the director. 

SECTION 3. The first paragraph of section 75 of said chapter 
130, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the 
second sentence the following six sentences:- Any city or town 
may develop a shellfish conservation and management plan con
taining such information as the director may require and shall 
submit said plan to the director for his approval. Any city or 
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town having a plan approved by the director may require per
mits for the taking of shellfish from areas determined under sec
tion seventy-four to be contaminated, provided that all other 
permits and licenses required by law are obtained. Fees shall be 
reasonable and commensurate with the services provided by the 
city or town. If at any time the director finds any city or town in 
violation of any provision of its approved shellfish conservation 
and management plan he may forthwith withdraw his approval 
of such plan. No city or town permit shall be required by any 
master digger or subordinate on any mildly contaminated area 
where the director has withdrawn his approval of that city or 
town's shellfish conservation and management plan as provided 
herein until such plan is deemed approved by the director. In 
evaluating the plan for approval, the director shall take into con
sideration the city or town's efforts to fairly administer the 
distribution of, and fees for, local permits to be issued to 
residents and nonresidents. 

Approved August 17, 1977. 

Chap. 448. AN ACT PROHIBITING TRAVEL BY CERTAIN VEHICLES ON 
RIVERSIDE AVENUE IN THE CITY OF MEDFORD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The city of Medford, with the approval of the 

department of public works, shall prohibit the operation on 
Riverside avenue in said city of motor trucks weighing more than 
two and one-half tons; provided, however, that any person, 
partnership or corporation with a place of business on said River
side avenue or on another street, access to which is over Riverside 
avenue, may operate such trucks on said Riverside avenue. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the 
city council of the city of Medford. 

Approved August 17, 1977. 

Chap. 449. AN ACT DIRECTING THE EXPENDITURE OF CERTAIN FUNDS 
FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE WEST BEACH SEA WALL IN 
THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to restore the West Beach sea wall in 
the city of New Bedford, therefore it is declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 


