
By Mr. Anderson of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Tax
Association for legislation regulating tenure of office of assessors in
cities and towns having populations of more than ten thousand.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act regulating the Tenure of Office of Assessors in
Cities and Towns having a Population of More than
Ten Thousand.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws as amended by chapter sixty-six of the
3 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three is hereby
4 further amended by adding after the words “three or
5 five assessors for the term of three years” in the
6 eleventh line thereof, the following words: except
7 in towns which are subject to or have accepted the
8 provisions of section twenty-four B, so as to read
9as follows: Section 1. Every town at its annual

10 meeting shall in every year when the term of office
11 of any incumbent expires, and except when other
12 provision is made by law, choose by ballot from its
13 inhabitants the following town officers for the follow-
-14 ing terms of office;
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15 A town clerk for the term of one or more years.
16 A town treasurer for the term of one or three years.
17 One or more collectors of taxes for the term of one
18 or three years, unless the town votes otherwise or
19 votes to authorize its treasurer to act as collector.
20 Three or five selectmen for the term of one or three
21 years.

22 Three or five assessors for the term of three years
23 except in towns which are subject to or have accepted
24 the provisions of section twenty-four B.
25 Three or five overseers of the poor for the term of
26 one or three years unless the town votes to authorize
27 its selectmen to act as overseers of the poor.
28 One or three auditors for the term of one year, un-
-29 less a town accountant is appointed.
30 One or more highway surveyors for the term of one
31 year or three years; or
32 A road commissioner for the term of one year; or
33 Three road commissioners for terms of three years,
34 as the town may vote.
35 A sewer commissioner for the term of one year; or
36 Three sewer commissioners for the terms of three
37 years if the town has provided for such officers, unless
38 the town by vote authorizes its road commissioners to
39 act as sewer commissioners.
40 A tree warden for the term of one year.
41 One or more constables, unless the town by vote
42 provides that they shall be appointed.
43 Three, or a number not exceeding fifteen, divisible
44 by three members of the school committee for terms
45 of three years.

46 Three or more assistant assessors, if the town so

47 votes, for the term of three years.
48 Three members of the board of health for the term
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49 of three years if the town provides for such board,
50 otherwise the selectmen shall act as a board of health.
51 All other town officers shall be appointed by the
52 selectmen unless other provision is made by law or
53 by vote of the town.
54 Women shall be eligible to all town offices, notwith-
-55 standing any special law to the corrtrary.
56 In any case where three or more members of a
57 board are to be elected for terms of more than one

58 year, as nearly one third as may be shall be elected
59 annually.

1 Section 2. Chapter forty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section four
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 4- A town which is not subject to and has
5 not accepted the provisions of section twenty-four B
6 and which does not choose selectmen or assessors shall
7 forfeit such amount, not less than one hundred nor
8 more than five hundred dollars, as the county com-
-9 sioners of the county where the town is situated may

10 order.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-one of chapter forty-
-2 one of the General Laws as amended by chapter one
3 hundred and thirty of the acts of the year nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one is hereby further amended
5 by adding after the words “ten per cent of the regis-
-6 tered voters in any town” in the first line thereof the
7 following words: which is not subject to or has not
8 accepted the provisions of section twenty-four B,
9soas to read as follows: Section 21. Ten per cent

10 of the registered voters in any town which is not sub-
-11 ject to or has not accepted the provisions of section
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12 twenty-four B may file a petition with the selectmen
13 thirty days or more before the annual town meeting
14 asking that the selectmen act as a water and sewer
15 board, water commissioners, water and municipal light
16 commissioners, municipal light board, sewer com-
-17 missioners, park commissioners, board of health, as-
-18 sessors or overseers of the poor, or perform the duties
19 of such boards or officers or any of them, or that
20 cemetery commissioners, assessors, a superintendent
21 of streets, a chief of the police and fire departments or
22 a tree warden be thereafter appointed by the select-
-23 men. The selectmen shall thereupon direct the town
24 clerk to cause the question whether the petition shall
25 be granted to be printed upon the official ballot used
26 for the election of town officers at the next annual
27 election in substantially the following form:
28 Shall the town vote to have its select-
29 men act as NO

30 Shall the town vote to have its select- [yes
31 men appoint Lif**NO

32 If the vote is in the affirmative it shall be valid and
33 binding and the town shall, at the next annual meet-
-34 ing, unless the selectmen are then so elected, provide
35 for their election for three year terms in the manner

36 provided in section one. Upon the election and
37 qualification of the selectmen at such next annual
38 meeting, and upon the appointment and qualification
39 by oath of the officers herein authorized to perform
40 the duties of any existing town board or officer, the
41 term of office of such existing board or officer shall
42 thereupon terminate, and all the duties, powers and
43 obligations of said boards and officers shall be trans-
-44 ferred to and imposed upon their successors; and if
45 the town votes to have a superintendent of streets
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46 appointed, the office of highway surveyor or road
47 commissioner shall terminate.

1 Section 4. Chapter forty-one of the General
2 Laws is herein' further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion twenty-four and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 24- Each assessor in every town which is
6 not subject to or which has not accepted the provisions
7 of section twenty-four B, shall be elected or appointed
8 to hold office for three years, or until his successor is
9 duly elected or appointed.

1 Section 5. Chapter forty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby further amended by inserting immediately
3 after section twenty-four A the following new sec-
-4 tions:
5 Section 248. The mayor of every city, including
6 Boston, and the selectmen of each town having a
7 population in excess of ten thousand inhabitants as
8 determined by the preceding national or state census,
9 and of each other town which shall vote to accept

10 the provisions of this act, whenever a vacancy in the
11 office of assessor shall occur, shall appoint to the office
12 an inhabitant of such city or town who is qualified by
13 education, training or experience to perform its
14 duties. Such appointment shall not take effect until
15 approved by the commissioner of corporations and
16 taxation. The term of each assessor in any such
17 city or town holding office on the first day of March
18 in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-two, or upon
19 the acceptance of this act by a town of less than ten
20 thousand inhabitants, and of each assessor appointed
21 under this section, except as hereinafter provided, shall



HOUSE No. 813. [Jan.6

22 continue until his death, resignation, removal from
23 the city or town or removal from office for incapacity
24 or malfeasance as hereinafter provided. Such as-
-25 sessor may be removed from office by the mayor or
26 the board of selectmen but such removal shall not
27 take effect until approved by the commissioner of
28 corporations and taxation, or he may be removed upon
29 information brought in the superior court by the
30 attorney general at the request of the mayor or the
31 selectmen or of the commissioner of corporations and
32 taxation. The term of any assessor appointed under
33 this section after the first day of March in the year
34 nineteen hundred and thirty-two shall expire when
35 he reaches the age of seventy; but the mayor or se-
-36 lectmen, with the approval of the commissioner of
37 corporations and taxation, may thereafter reappoint
38 him to office for succeeding terms of one year each.
39 Section 2Jfi. In cities there shall be three, five,
40 seven or nine assessors as determined by the charter
41 or by ordinance. In towns there shall be three or
42 five assessors as determined by the town at the annual
43 town meeting; but in no city or town subject to or
44 which has accepted the provisions of section twenty-
-45 four B shall the number of assessors be reduced so as

46 to terminate the term of office of any assessor without
47 the approval of the commissioner of corporations and
48 taxation.
49 Section 2J+D. The salary of any assessor appointed
50 or retained in office under section twenty-four B shall
51 not be reduced except with the approval of the com-
-52 missioner of corporations and taxation.

1 Section 6. Section twenty-five of. chapter forty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
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3 after the words “In towns” in the first line thereof
4 the following words: not subject to and which have
5 not accepted the provisions of section twenty-four B,
6—soas to read as follows: Section 25. In towns
7 not subject to and which have not accepted the pro-
-8 visions of section twenty-four B which accept this
9 section or have accepted corresponding provisions of

10 earlier laws, the selectmen shall appoint suitable
11 citizens of the town assessors and assistant assessors
12 for a term of not more than three years, and may
13 remove them at any time for cause after a hearing.
14 Upon the qualification of persons so appointed the
15 term of existing assessors or assistant assessors of
16 such town shall terminate.

1 Section 7. Section seventeen of chapter forty-
-2 three of the General Laws as amended by section four
3 of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven, of the acts
4 of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the words “and
6 assessors-elect if elected by the people” in the fourth
7 line thereof so as to read as follows: Section 17.
8 On the first Monday in January, following a regular
9 municipal election, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, the

10 mayor-elect and the councillors-elect, shall meet and
11 be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. The
12 oath may be administered by the city clerk or by a
13 justice of the peace, and a certificate thereof shall be
14 entered on the journal of the city council. At any
15 meeting thereafter the oath may be administered in
16 the presence of the city council to the mayor, or to
17 any councillor absent from the meeting on the first
18 Monday in January.
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1 Section 8. Section fifty-two of chapter forty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “and assessors if elected by
4 vote of the people” in the third line thereof and by
5 inserting after the words “except the school com-
-6 mittee” in the second line thereof the word:—and, —so
7 as to read as follows: Section 52. Upon the adoption
8 of plan A, all heads of departments and members of
9 municipal boards, except the school committee and

10 officials appointed by the governor, as their terms of
11 office expire, shall be appointed by the mayor without
12 confirmation by the city council.

1 Section 9. Section sixty of chapter forty-three of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the words “and assessors if elected by vote of the
4 people” in the third line thereof and by inserting
5 after the words “except the school committee” in the
6 second line thereof the word: and, so as to read
7 as follows: Section 60. Upon the adoption of plan
8 B, all heads of departments and members of mu-
-9 nicipal boards, except the school committee and

10 officials appointed by the governor, as their terms of
11 office expire, shall be appointed by the mayor, sub-
-12 ject to confirmation by the city council; but the city
13 solicitor shall be appointed, and may be removed, by
14 the mayor, without confirmation by the city council.
15 This section shall apply to the city solicitor in office
16 when plan B becomes operative.

1 Section 10. The provisions of this act shall super-
-2 sede the provisions of any special act inconsistent
3 herewith.


