
HOUSE No, 874
By Mr. Herter of Boston, petition of John E. Daniels relative to

notification and investigation precedent to discontinuance of com-
pensation of employees injured in industrial accidents. Labor and
Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Discontinuance of Compensation
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-nine of chapter one hundred fifty-
-2 two of the General Laws, as amended by chapter one
3 hundred sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-three, by chapter two hundred and seven
5 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, and
6 by chapter three hundred and nine of the acts of
7 nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further
8 amended by striking out the last sentence thereof and
9 substituting in place thereof, the following: Imme-

-10 diately upon the discontinuance of compensation on
11 the ground that the injured is able to return to work,
12 the insurer shall notify the department of such dis-
-13 continuance on a form to be prescribed by the depart-
-14 ment and the department upon receipt of such notice
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15 shall make such investigation or cause such physical
16 examinations to be made as will properly protect the
17 rights of both parties and may then give a hearing to
18 both parties and promptly determine whether the
19 discontinuance of compensation was justified and the
20 amount of compensation if any then due. If the
21 insurer shall fail for ten days' thereafter to make pay-
-22 ment of the compensation thus found by the depart-
-23 ment to be due, there shall be imposed a penalty equal
24 to twenty per cent of the unpaid compensation unless
25 such failure was due to conditions over which the
26 insurer had no control, so as to read as follows:
27 Section 29. No compensation shall be paid for any
28 injury which does not incapacitate the employee for a
29 period of at least seven days from earning full wages,
30 but if incapacity extends beyond such period, com-
-31 pensation shall begin on the eighth day after the
32 injury, and if incapacity extends beyond a period of
33 four weeks, compensation shall be paid from the day
34 of injury, but except under section thirty-five no
35 compensation shall be paid for any period for which
36 any wages were earned. Immediately upon the dis-
-37 continuance of compensation on the ground that the
38 injured is able to return to work, the insurer shall
39 notify the department of such discontinuance on a
40 form to be prescribed by the department and the de-
-41 partment upon receipt of such notice shall make such
42 investigation or cause such physical examinations to
43 be made as will properly protect the rights of both
44 parties and may then give a hearing to both parties
45 and promptly determine whether the discontinuance
46 of the compensation was justified and the amount of
47 compensation if any then due. If the insurer shall
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48 fail for ten days thereafter to make payment of the
49 compensation thus found by the department to be due,
50 there shall be imposed a penalty equal to twenty per
51 cent of the unpaid compensation unless such failure
52 was due to conditions over which the insurer had no
53 control.




