
HOUSE No. 917

By Mr. Pratt of Saugus, petition of George H. Quarmby and John
C. Pitman for legislation to authorize submission to voters of the town
of Saugus of questions involving choice of school sites. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to Submission to the Voters at Large in
the Town of Saugus of Questions Involving Choice of
School Sites.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter fifty-five of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight is
3 hereby amended by inserting before the last sentence
4 of said section, the following: If the question in-
-5 volved in such vote relates to the adoption of a site
6 for any proposed school building the selectmen shall
7 cause to be placed upon the ballot the question of the
8 adoption of each site for a proposed school building
9 which was considered at such representative town

10 meeting. If the site receiving the largest number of
11 votes of the voters at large is within two years there-
-12 after adopted by vote at a representative town meet-
-13 ing, such subsequent vote shall not be subject to the
14 provisions of this section, so that section as amended
15 shall read as follows: Section 8. No vote, except a
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16 vote to adjourn or authorizing the borrowing of money
17 in anticipation of the receipt of taxes for the current
18 year, passed at any representative town meeting shall
19 be operative until after the expiration of five days,
20 exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from the dissolution
21 of the meeting. If within said five days, a petition,
22 signed by not less than three hundred registered voters
23 of the town, containing their names and addresses as
24 they appear on the list of registered voters, is filed with
25 the selectmen asking that the question or questions
26 involved in such vote be submitted to the registered
27 voters of the town at large, then the selectmen, after
28 the expiration of five days, shall forthwith call a special
29 meeting for the sole purpose of presenting to the regis-
-30 tered voters at large the question or questions so in-
-31 volved. The polls shall be opened at twelve o’clock
32 noon and shall be closed not earlier than eight o’clock
33 in the evening and all votes upon any questions so
34 submitted shall be taken by ballot, and the check list
35 shall be used in the several precinct meetings in the
36 same manner as in the election of town officers. The
37 questions so submitted shall be determined by vote of
38 the same proportion of voters at large voting thereon
39 as would have been required by law of the town meet-
-40 ing members had the question been finally determined
41 at a representative town meeting. The questions so
42 submitted shall be stated upon the ballot in substan-
-43 tially the same language and form in which they were
44 stated when presented to said representative town
45 meeting by the moderator, and as appears from the
46 records of said meeting. If the question involved in
47 such vote relates to the adoption of a site for any pro-
-48 posed school building the selectmen shall cause to be
49 placed upon the ballot the question of the adoption of
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50 each site for a proposed school building which was
51 considered at such representative town meeting. If
52 the site receiving the largest number of votes of the
53 voters at large is within two years thereafter adopted
54 by vote at a representative town meeting, such sub-
-55 sequent vote shall not be subject to the provisions of
56 this section. If such petition is not filed within the
57 said period of five days, the vote of the representative
58 town meeting shall become operative and effective
59 upon the expiration of said period.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters of the town of Saugus at the annual
3 town meeting to be held in March in the current year.
4 The vote shall be taken in precincts by ballot in ac-
-5 cordance with the provisions of the general laws, so far
6 as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the ques-
-7 tion, which shall be placed upon the official ballot to
8 be used at said meeting: “Shall an act passed by the
9 general court in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-

-10 two, entitled ‘An Act relative to submission to the
11 voters at large in the town of Saugus of questions
12 involving choice of school sites’, be accepted by this
13 town?” So much of this act as authorizes its submis-
-14 sion to the registered voters of the town of Saugus shall
15 take effect upon its passage and the remainder shall
16 take effect upon its acceptance by a majority of the
17 voters voting thereon.




