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such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate, three 
million dollars, m addition to any sums heretofore authorized for sewer
age purposes, and may issue bonds or notes therefor which shall bear on 
their face the words, Pittsfield Sewerage Loan, Act of 1963 Each au
thorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans shall be 
payable m not more than thirty years from then dates. Indebtedness 
incurred under this act shall be in excess of the statutory debt limit, 
but shall, except as provided herein, be subject to chapter forty-four of 
the General Laws, excluding the limitation contained m the first para
graph of section seven thereof. 

The city council of said city shall, by vote, determine what proportion 
said city shall pay of the cost of the construction, maintenance and op
eration of extensions, improvements and additions to its sewerage system 
provided for m section one. If the city votes to pay less than the whole 
cost, in providing for the payment of the remaining portion of the cost 
thereof by abutters, said city may avail itself of any or all of the methods 
permitted by General Laws, including section sixteen of chapter eighty-
three of the General Laws, as amended, providing for the establishment 
of just and equitable annual charges for the use of common sewers. Such 
charges shall be paid by every person who enters or has entered his 
particular sewei mto the sewerage system of the city. The provisions of 
said General Laws relative to the assessment, apportionment, division, 
reassessment, abatement and collection of sewer assessments, to liens 
therefor and to interest thereon shall apply to assessments made under 
this act. At the same meeting at which the city council of said city 
votes that the city is to pay less than the whole cost and determines the 
proportion of the cost which is to be borne by the city, or at a subse
quent meeting, it shall by vote determine which of such methods shall 
be used to provide for the remaining portion of said cost. The collector 
of taxes of said city shall certify the payments of such assessments or 
apportionments thereof to the department of public works of said city, 
which shall preserve a record thereof. 

SECTION 3 This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the city 
of Pittsfield. Approved February 20, 1968. 

Chap. 57. AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER IN 
THE TOWN OF WINCHESTER. 

Be tt enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. There shall be in the town of Winchester a comptroller 
to be appointed by the selectmen. The comptroller shall be a citizen 
of the United States and shall have had at least three years' full-time 
accounting experience. He shall be subject to the supervision and con
trol of the selectmen and shall devote his entire time to the performance 
of his duties and the supervision of the employees of his department. 
He shall be appointed for a term to run for three years from the first 
day of April following the acceptance of this act, and until the qualifica
tion of his successor; thereafter the comptroller shall be appointed in 
March of every third year for a three-year term from the first day of the 
following April He may be removed by the selectmen for cause and 
the vacancy filled by appointment for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. 
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SECTION 2. The comptroller shall have, in addition to the powers 
and duties conferred and imposed upon town accountants, the following 
powers and duties: 

(a) He shall prescribe the methods of installation and exercise super
vision of all accounting records of the several officers, boards, depart
ments, committees, and commissions of the town; provided, however, 
that any change in the system of accounts shall first be discussed with 
the selectmen and the officers, boards, departments, committees, and 
commissions affected. 

(b) He shall establish standard practices relating to all accounting 
matters and procedures and the co-ordination of systems throughout 
the town, including clerical and office methods, records, reports and 
procedures as they relate to accounting matters and shall prepare and 
issue rules, regulations and instructions relating thereto, which, when 
approved by the selectmen, shall be binding upon all officers, employees 
and departments of the town. 

(c) He shall draw all warrants upon the treasurer for the payment of 
bills, drafts and orders chargeable to the several appropriations and 
other accounts 

(d) Prior to submitting any warrant to the selectmen, he shall ex
amine and approve as not being fraudulent, unlawful or excessive, all 
bills, drafts and orders covered thereby; and, in connection with any 
such examination, he may make inspection as to the quality, quantity 
and condition of any materials, supplies or equipment delivered to or 
received by any officer, board or commission of the town, and may in
vestigate the services or labor performed for or furnished to any such 
officer, board or commission. If upon examination it appears to the 
comptroller that any such bill, draft, or order is fraudulent, unlawful 
or excessive, he shall immediately file with the selectmen and town 
treasurer a written report of the reasons for his findings. 

(e) He shall be in charge of all of the accounting and business ma
chines owned by the town, other than machines used for educational or 
classroom purposes, and shall allocate the use thereof among the several 
departments 

(/) He shall be responsible for a continuous audit of all accounts and 
records of the town wherever located. 

SECTION 3 If the comptroller is unable to perform his duties because 
of disability or absence, or if the office is vacant because of resignation 
or death, the selectmen may appoint a temporary comptroller to hold 
such office and exercise the powers and perform the duties thereof until 
the comptroller who was disabled or absent resumes his duties or until 
another comptroller is duly appointed Said temporary appointment 
shall be in writing signed by a majority of the selectmen and shall be 
filed in the office of the town clerk. 

SECTION 4 The comptroller, with the approval of a majority of the 
selectmen, may appoint m writing an assistant. Unless a temporary 
comptroller is appointed, the assistant may, in the absence of the comp
troller perform the duties of the comptroller and when performing such 
duties shall have the same powers and be subject to the same require
ments and penalties as the comptroller. 

SECTION 5 Upon the qualification of the comptroller first appointed 
hereunder, the town accountant shall cease to serve as such and the 
office of town accountant shall thereupon be abolished. 
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SECTION 6 Nothing in this act or any action taken hereunder shall 
contravene the provisions of any statute or any rules or regulations issued 
thereunder. 

SECTION 7 This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town 
of Winchester within two years of the passage of this act. 

Approved February 20, 1963. 

Chap. 58. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF THE BRAINTREE 
FIRST PARISH CEMETERY ASSOCIATION PROPERTY AND 
FUNDS TO THE TOWN OF BRAINTREE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Braintree First Parish Cemetery Association, a corpora
tion established under the provisions of chapter two hundred and twelve 
of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, and located in the town 
of Braintree, hereinafter called the corporation, may, by deed duly exe
cuted, convey and transfer to said town, and said town is hereby author
ized and empowered to receive, and thereafter to hold and maintain, 
but for cemetery purposes only, and subject to all rights heretofore 
existing in any burial lots, the real and personal property of the corpora
tion not subject to any trust, and thereupon, and upon the transfer of the 
trust funds as hereinafter provided, the corporation shall be dissolved; 
and the cemetery of the corporation shall be and become a public burial 
place, ground or cemetery. 

SECTION 2. In so far as authorized by a decree of a court of competent 
jurisdiction, and in compliance with the terms and conditions of such 
decree, said town may receive from the corporation a conveyance and 
transfer of, and administer, all funds or other property held by the 
corporation in trust for the perpetual care of the lots in the cemetery 
and for other purposes, and also any property devised or bequeathed 
to the corporation under the will of any person living at the time of said 
transfer or conveyance or under the will of any deceased person not 
then probated. Interest and dividends accruing on funds deposited in 
trust with any savings bank under authority of section thirty-seven or 
section thirty-eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-eight of the Gen
eral Laws, or with any other banking institution, for the benefit of the 
corporation, or of any lots in the cemetery, may, after such conveyance, 
be paid by such bank or institution to the treasurer of said town; and 
upon such payment said treasurer shall use the same for the purposes of 
said trusts. 

SECTION 3. All real and personal property and property rights, ac
quired by said town from the corporation under authority of this act, 
shall be held and managed by said town in the same manner in which 
cities and towns are authorized by law to hold and manage property 
for cemetery purposes; provided, that all rights which any persons 
have acquired in the cemetery of the corporation, or any lots therein, 
shall remain in force to the same extent as if this act had not been passed 
and such transfer had not occurred. The records of the corporation 
shall be delivered to the clerk of said town and such clerk may certify 
copies thereof. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town 
of Braintree. Approved February 20, 1963. 


