
HOUSE 3

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO TRAFFIC
CONDITIONS ON THE FALL RIVER AND
NEW BEDFORD HIGHWAY AT WESTPORT
FACTORY.

[Highways and Motor Vehicles.]

Department of Public Works,
State House, Boston, Dec. 2, 1932.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
alth of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 25, Re-
solves of 1932, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation and study of
traffic conditions on a portion of the Fall River-New
Bedford highway.

Chapter 25 of the Resolves of 1932 follow

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate and study existing traffic conditions on that
portion of the Fall River-New Bedford highway, so called, lying within
the area known as Westport Factory, with a view to the improvement

of highway safety. Said depart-of said conditions and the promotk
ment shall report the results of its
with its recommendations, if any, ai

carrying saidrecommendations intf
clerk of the house of representative
in December in the current year.

investigation and study, together
1 drafts of legislation necessary for
effect, by filing the same with the
on or before the first Wednesday

The portion of the State highway between Fall River
and New Bedford therein referred to, lying within the

Qe Commontuealtl) of Massachusetts
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area designated as Westport Factory, is located in the
two adjoining towns of Dartmouth and Westport. The
particular condition which militates against the safety of
motor vehicle traffic is a sharp angle in the highway di-
rectly opposite the mill buildings of the Westport Manu-
facturing Company. Also involved in the solution of the
problem are various buildings in the locality and the
double tracks of the Union Street Railway Company.

The buildings and structures in the locality are princi-
pally the holdings of the Westport Manufacturing Com-
pany, which consist of mill buildings on the south side of
the highway and a concrete office building and frame
dwellings, together with a concrete dam and intake
chamber, on the north side of the highway. The overflow
of Noquochoke Lake passes through two waterways under
the highway bridges, one of which has a total clear span
of 16 feet 9 inches, and the other a span of 19 feet 3 inches.
Near by, also, is a recreation center known as Lincoln
Park, which belongs to the, Union Street Railway Com-
pany, and would be affected by any relocation of the State
highway, inasmuch as the railway company now has a
two-track location in this highway.

The present highway is on a generally flat grade. The
easterly approach from New Bedford is on a long tangent
which ends in a sharp curve or angle at the bridge, and the
westerly approach from Fall River, passing by the mill
buildings, is a short tangent.

This highway is one of the heavy traffic routes of the
State. A traffic count taken on a Wednesday and a Sun-
day during August, 1930, indicated a volume of 10,000
and 17,000 cars, respectively.

The greatest danger is to high-speed traffic coming from
New Bedford on the long tangent, finding itself unable to
negotiate the sharp turn and crashing into the mill build-
ings at the edge of the roadway or into, the open channel of
the river. Traffic approaching from Fall River is gener-
ally slower, passing through the village, and in taking the
turn finds more open space available beyond to swing back
into the highway. Many serious accidents have occurred
here and a few have involved loss of life. In 1927 the road
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was widened and slightly banked at the turn, and warning
signals installed, but serious accidents still occur.

To improve highway conditions and eliminate the
present danger to traffic, a number of studies have been
made for locating the highway and the bridge over the
lake. A cut-off for through traffic is suggested to improve
the alignment, to avoid the essentially fixed conditions of
the highway at the mills, and to offer a reasonably econom-
ical solution of the problem. This cut-off would leave the
present highway in front of Lincoln Park on a 1,200-foot
radius curve, crossing the lake about 500 feet north of the
present road, and would connect with the present highway
at the junction of Division Road. This layout involves
no street-car track relocation, provides easy grades, no
damage to the mill property, and preserves the present
condition of travel passing in front of Lincoln Park, which
is desired by the Union Street Railway Company.

The study provides for an 80-foot layout with a single
roadway 40 feet wide, together with a bridge 60 feet in
width between curbs and a clear span of 40 feet. The
loss of storage capacity in the reservoir of the Westport
Manufacturing Company, due to the filling across the lake,
would be compensated for by an equal amount of excava-
tion. The 40-foot clear span of the proposed bridge com-
pares with a total opening of 36 feet in the two bridges
acting as w Tasteways just at and below the dam. The
second bridge downstream has an opening of 40 feet and
the third bridge 36 feet; therefore it would seem that the
span proposed is ample.

An approximate estimate of cost of this construction,
including 10 per cent for engineering and 10 per cent for
contingencies, is as follows:

Bridge $39,900
63,200Approaches and property damage

Total $103,100

The Department believes that the improvements herein
suggested for this State highway are desirable and should
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be undertaken by the Department in the normal program
for improvements when the funds become available for
this purpose. The Department has authority to undertake
this work and therefore reports that no legislation is
necessary.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Frank E. Lyman,

Commissioner of Public Works.

Richard K. Hale,
H. A. MacDonald,

Associate Commissioners.


