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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
ADVISABILITY OF DEVELOPING AND
IMPROVING FOR PARK PURPOSES CER-
TAIN PROPERTY ON OLD COLONY BOULE-
VARD IN THE DORCHESTER DISTRICT
OF BOSTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.

Metropolitan District Commission,
Somerset Street, Boston, December 7, 1932,

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On April 22, 1932, the following resolve, chapter 12,
was approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate relative to the advisability of
developing and improving for park purposes, certain land owned by
the commonwealth on the westerly side of the Old Colony boulevard
and adjoining land owned by the city of Boston and known as Savin
Hill beach. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation, and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary for carrying the same into effect,by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday in December in the current year.

The Metropolitan District Commission has investi-
gated relative to the advisability of developing and
improving for park purposes the land owned by the
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Commonwealth on the westerly side of Old Colony Boule-
vard and adjoining land owned by the city of Boston and
known as Savin Hill beach, and reports as follows:

The land westerly of Old Colony Parkway and adjoin-
ing land owned by the city of Boston and known as Savin
Hill Beach is a portion of the area filled at the time the
Old Colony Parkway was constructed. This filled area
comprises about 510,000 square feet and extends along
the parkway for about 1,600 feet with an average width
of about 400 feet. The plan for the filling for the park-
way across Dorchester Bay was intended to avoid merely
a causeway or narrow strip of land.

The fill starting at the Dorchester Bay bridge widens
out in a curve quite rapidly and then follows a more
gradual widening line until it approaches the Savin Hill
shore, and is then brought in on a curve to the shore line
to join the land owned by the city. The width of the
land owned by the Commonwealth at the point of con-
nection with the land of the city is only about 40 feet.
The land of the Commonwealth from the land of the
city follows along the foot of Savin Hill for a distance
of about 1,000 feet to the parkway.

Except for the sidewalks and planting spaces adjacent
to the traveled roadway no improvement has been made
of the filled areas since construction. The filling ma-
terial, consisting of subsoil and dredged gravel and sand,
is exposed, and no vegetation except weeds can grow
upon it.

To improve the area for park purposes would require
some grading, covering the filled area with loam to a
depth of 8 inches, seeding to grass, planting with trees
and shrubbery, and the constructing of walks. A plan
has been prepared and is on file with the Commission
showing such a development. The estimated cost of
the work as planned is $26,500.

A similar development of the area of about 272,000
square feet on the easterly side of the boulevard is also
desirable and would cost about $14,360; and also of the
areas on both sides of the road between Freeport Street
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and Dorchester Bay bridge of about 180,000 square feet,
at a cost of $ll,OOO.

The improvement of these areas is desirable, and the
Commission recommends that it be done, provided the
Legislature feels that the expenditure of the money
required is warranted at this tune. A draft of legislation
necessary for carrying the recommendation into effect is
filed herewith.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
GEO. B. WASON,
WM. F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
MELVIN B. BREATH,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act providing for the Improvement for Park Pur-
poses of Certain Land owned by the Commonwealth
on Both Sides of Old Colony Parkway between Savin
Hill and Freeport Street in the Dorchester District of-
Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized to improve for park purposes by
3 grading, learning, seeding, planting and such other
4 work as, in the opinion of the commission seems de-
-5 sirable, the land owned by the commonwealth on
6 both sides of the Old Colony parkway between Savin
7 Hill and Freeport street in the city of Boston.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the
2 work authorized by this act, the commission may
3 expend such sums not exceeding fifty thousand dollars,
4 as may hereafter be appropriated, the same to be
5 paid by the cities and towns of the metropolitan
6 parks district in proportion to the respective taxable
7 valuation of the property of said cities and towns as
8 defined in section fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of
9 the General Laws.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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