
HOUSE 108

Accompanying the first recommendation of the Department of
Mental Diseases (House, No. 107). State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Payment by Savings Banks of Money
Represented by Bank Books belonging to Patients in
Certain Institutions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-nine Aof chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-three of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary edition, is hereby amended by in-
-4 serting after the word “purpose” in the twelfth and
5 thirteenth lines the following sentence: —ln case
6 any of such monies shall be represented by a bank
7 book issued by a savings bank within this common-
-8 wealth, said superintendent is hereby authorized to
9 demand and receive from such bank the money

10 represented by said bank book, together with all
11 accrued interest thereon; the said money when so
12 received shall be subject in all respects to the preced-
-13 ing sentence,— so as to read as follows:— Section
14 39A. So much of any funds known as “ Patients’
15 Funds ” as represent monies belonging to, or depos-
-16 ited for the benefit of, patients who have been dis-
-17 charged or have escaped from any state hospital, which
18 shall have remained unclaimed for more than ten
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19 years, shall be paid by the superintendent of such
20 state hospital to the state treasurer to be held subject
21 to be paid to the person establishing a lawful right
22 thereto, with interest at the rate of three per cent per
23 annum from the time when it was so paid to the state
24 treasurer to the time when it is paid by him to such
25 person; provided, that so much of any monies so paid
26 to the state treasurer as may be necessary to reim-
-27 burse the department for any sum due for the sup-
-28 port of the person by whom, or for whose benefit such
29 money was originally deposited, shall be credited to
30 the department for that purpose. In case any of such
31 monies shall be represented by a bank book issued
32 by a savings bank within this commonwealth, said
33 superintendent is hereby authorized to demand and
34 receive from such bank the money represented by
35 said bank book, together with all accrued interest
36 thereon; the said money when so received shall be
37 subject in all respects to the preceding sentence.
38 After six years from the date when any such monies
39 were paid to the state treasurer the same or any
40 balance thereof then remaining in his hands may be
41 used as a part of the ordinary revenue of the com-
-42 monwealth. Any person may, however, establish
43 his claim after the expiration of the six years above
44 mentioned and any claim so established shall be paid
45 from the ordinary revenue of the commonwealth.
46 Any person claiming a right to money deposited
47 with the state treasurer under this section may
48 establish the same by a petition to the probate court;
49 provided, that in cases where claims amount to less
50 than fifty dollars, the claims may be presented to
51 the comptroller who shall examine the same and
52 allow and certify for payment such as may be proved
53 to his satisfaction.


