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Chap. 549. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN OPTIONAL PLAN OF CITY 
COUNCIL AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION IN 
CERTAIN LARGE CITIES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Said chapter 43 is hereby further amended by 

striking out section 2, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 2. Any city, except Boston, which shall adopt, in the 
manner hereinafter prescribed, one of the plans of government 
provided in this chapter shall thereafter be governed by the pro
visions thereof; and the inhabitants of such city shall continue to 
be a municipal corporation under the name existing at the time 
of such adoption, and shall have, exercise and enjoy all the 
rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and be subject to all 
the duties, liabilities and obligations provided for in this chapter, 
or otherwise pertaining to or incumbent upon said city as a 
municipal corporation; provided, however, that sections one 
hundred and twenty-eight to one hundred and thirty-four, in
clusive, shall apply to all cities of one hundred and fifty thousand 
or more inhabitants, as enumerated by the most recent state 
decennial census except any city which has adopted the Plan E 
method of city government. 

SECTION 2. Section 1 of said chapter 43 is hereby amended by 
inserting after the definition of "Plan F", but not a part thereof, 
the following definition :-

"An optional plan of a city council and a school committee 
organization in certain large cities", a legislative body, to be 
known as the city council, composed of at least nine members or 
a school committee composed of at least nine members, or both, 
elected from equally populous districts and one member of the 
city council or of the school committee elected at large for every 
one hundred and twenty thousand residents of the city in excess 
of one hundred and fifty thousand residents, notwithstanding its 
plan of government or charter. 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 43 is hereby further amended by add
ing the following seven sections:-

Section 128. In sections one hundred and twenty-nine to one 
hundred and thirty-four, inclusive, the word "city" shall mean 
any city of one hundred and fifty thousand or more inhabitants, 
as enumerated by the most recent state decennial census except 
any city which has adopted the Plan E method of city govern
ment. 
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YES 
NO 

Section 129. At the regular municipal election to be held in 
the year nineteen hundred and seventy-seven in every city there 
shall be placed upon the ballot the two following questions:-

"A BINDING REFERENDUM CHANGING THE STRUC
TURE OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FOR DIS
TRICT REPRESENTATION. 

Shall the city council be composed of nine 
members elected from equally populous districts 
and, in addition, one member elected at large for 
every one hundred and twenty thousand residents 
of the city in excess of one hundred and fifty thou
sand, for a term of two years notwithstanding the 
present form of government relative to terms of 
office?" 

"A BINDING REFERENDUM CHANGING THE STRUC
TURE OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE TO PROVIDE FOR 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATION. 

Shall the school committee be composed of nine 
members elected from equally populous districts 
and, in addition, one member elected at large for 
every one hundred and twenty thousand residents 
of the city in excess of one hundred and fifty thou
sand, for a term of two years notwithstanding the 
present form of government relative to terms of 
office? 

In subsequent years, either or both of the above questions shall 
be placed upon the ballot of a regular municipal election in any 
city by a petition addressed to the city council of such city, signed 
by qualified voters of the city in a number equal at least to five 
per cent of the number of registered voters in said city at the state 
election next preceding the filing of said petition. Such petition 
shall be filed with the city clerk, who shall transmit the same 
forthwith to the registrars of voters or city body functioning as 
such, who shall within sixty days certify the signatures thereon in 
accordance with the provisions of law and return the same to the 
city clerk. The petition shall be filed with the city clerk at least 
one hundred and forty days before the date of the election at 
which the question or questions proposed by the petition is to be 
submitted to the voters. 

YES 
NO 



696 ACTS, 1977. — Chap. 549. 

Any petition submitted under this section may be in the form 
of separate sheets addressed to the city council, each sheet con
taining at the top thereof the question or questions proposed for 
submission to the voters. When attached together and offered for 
filing, the several papers shall be deemed to constitute one peti
tion, and there shall be endorsed thereon the name and address 
of the person presenting the same for filing. The provisions of sec
tions nine and ten shall apply to any petition filed hereunder, 
and to the placing upon the ballot of any question or questions 
proposed therein. 

Section 130. If a majority of the total number of votes cast at a 
regular city election for and against the adoption of a plan of city 
council organization or school committee organization proposed 
under section one hundred and twenty-nine shall be in favor of 
adoption of either or both such organizations, each such plan 
shall supersede the provisions of the city charter theretofore ex
isting and of the general and special laws relating to such city and 
inconsistent with such plan or plans, but not, however, until the 
city council members or school committee members provided for 
in such plan, as the case may be, shall have been duly elected and 
their terms of office shall have begun. The said city council 
members or school committee members provided for under the 
plan so adopted shall be elected in accordance with the provi
sions of this chapter relating to such plan, and their terms of of
fice shall begin at ten o'clock in the forenoon of the first Monday 
of January following their election. In those cities in which the 
mayor serves as an ex officio member of the school committee 
and which subsequently adopt a new plan of school committee 
organization under the provisions of these sections, the mayor 
shall continue to serve as an ex officio member of said school 
committee. 

Section 131. Within ninety days following receipt of an of
ficial notice which the city clerk shall send, within thirty days of 
the city election, to the city council notifying the said council 
that a new plan of city council organization or school committee 
organization, or both, has been approved by the voters, said 
council shall adopt an ordinance after public hearing providing 
for the division of the city into nine districts, or such other 
number of districts as may be specified in the question approved 
by the voters for the election of city council members or school 
committee members, as the case may be, by and from the voters 
of such districts at the next municipal election. In cities which 
adopt both a new plan of city council and a new plan of school 
committee organization the respective district lines shall be the 
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same for both bodies. Each such district shall be compact and 
shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number of in
habitants, shall be composed of contiguous existing precincts, 
and shall be drawn with a view toward preserving the integrity 
of existing neighborhoods. Said districts shall continue in force 
until the next division of the city into wards required by section 
one of chapter fifty-four, at which time the city council shall 
divide the city into a number of wards equal to the number of 
said districts; and thereafter, upon the effective date of such 
wards for city primary, preliminary and general elections under 
said chapter fifty-four, such wards rather than districts shall be 
the units used for the election of those city council or school com
mittee members who are not elected at large throughout the city. 
The city council shall adopt an ordinance providing for signature 
requirements for nomination papers for candidates for city coun
cil or school committee but in no event shall these requirements 
exceed two per cent of the vote cast in the preceding mayoral 
election in the respective district. 

Section 132. If, within the time prescribed by section one hun^ 
dred and thirty-one, the city council shall fail to make a division 
of the city into districts as required by that section, the mayor of 
such city in any city having a mayor elected by the people, or the 
city clerk in any city having a council-manager form of govern
ment, shall propose a plan of districts in the required number to 
the local election distrfctj^iew^jron^mjssion, which shall ap
prove the'lame with or without amendments as it deems ap
propriate and necessary to meet constitutional requirements, 
after a public hearing. ^ 

Section 133. After the adoption by any city of a plan of city 
council or school committee organization authorized by sections 
one hundred and twenty-nine to one hundred and thirty-two, in
clusive, the dates of municipal elections, and the municipal year, 
of such city shall be governed by section fifteen. 

Section 134. Every city councillor and school committee 
member who is elected to represent an individual district or ward 
shall have been an inhabitant of a place within the district or 
ward for which he is chosen for at least one year immediately 
preceding his election; and he shall cease to represent such 
district or ward when he shall cease to be an inhabitant thereof. 

SECTION 4. A city having one hundred and fifty thousand or 
more inhabitants, as enumerated by the most recent state decen
nial census, except a city which has adopted the Plan E method 
of city government, may adopt an optional plan of city council 
organization, or an optional plan of school committee organiza-



698 ACTS, 1977. — Chaps. 550, 551. 

tion, or both, according to the procedures prescribed by sections 
one hundred and twenty-eight to one hundred and thirty-four, 
inclusive, of chapter forty-three of the General Laws, inserted by 
section three of this act, notwithstanding any limitation imposed 
by section eighteen of chapter forty-three B of the General Laws. 

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved September 26, 1977. 

C h a p . 5 5 0 . AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT, TERMS OF OF
FICE AND REMOVAL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SEWER COM
MISSION OF THE CITY OF FALL RIVER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-two 

of chapter forty-three of the General Laws or the provisions of 
any other general or special law, the members of the sewer com
mission in the city of Fall River shall be nominated and ap
pointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the city 
council. The initial members thereof shall be appointed, one to 
serve for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, one for a 
term of three years, one for a term of four years and one for a 
term of five years. Thereafter when the term of any member ex
pires, his successor shall be appointed to serve for a term of five 
years. In all cases the members thereof shall serve until their suc
cessors are duly appointed and qualified. In case of a vacancy in 
said commission, the same shall be filled for the remainder of the 
unexpired term in the same manner as an appointment for a full 
term. The mayor with the advice and consent of the city council 
may remove a member of said commission but only for just cause 
and after a public hearing. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved September 26, 1977. 

Chap. 551. AN ACT VALIDATING THE ACTION OF THE TOWN OF 
WESTBOROUGH IN AUTHORIZING THE DATA GENERAL COR
PORATION TO CONNECT TO AND USE A CERTAIN PORTION 
OF THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM OF SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The town of Westborough is hereby authorized to 

permit Data General Corporation to connect its facilities which 
are located in the town of Southborough into the sewerage 


