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By Mr. Luitwieler of Newton, petition of Clarence S. Luitwieler
relative to administration of certain forms of poor relief by cities and
towns. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Administration of Certain Forms of
Poor Relief by Cities and Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and seventeen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 three the following new sections:
4 Section 3A. No city or town shall make cash pay-
-5 ments intended to be expended for the purchase of
6 food or other commodities by any applicant for poor
7 relief, or deliver to such an applicant store orders, so
8 called, redeemable in food or other commodities at
9 stores conducted for private profit.

10 Section SB. Cities and towns shall administer poor
11 relief, in so far as it consists of providing necessary
12 sustenance, by the purchase at wholesale of food
13 supplies and the direct distribution thereof to appli-
-14 cants for relief lawfully entitled to receive the same,
15 under rules and regulations prescribed by the local
16 board of public welfare and approved by the mayor
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17 or the selectmen. Cities and towns shall keep ac-
-18 counts of such purchases and distribution in a form
19 prescribed by the director of accounts, and no con-
-20 tract for the purchase of such supplies, the estimated
21 cost of which amounts to one thousand dollars or
22 more, except in cases of special emergency, shall be
23 awarded unless proposals for the same have been in-
24 vited by advertisements in at least one newspaper
25 published in the city or town once a week for at least
26 two consecutive weeks, the last publication to be at
27 least one wT eek before the time specified for the open-
28 ing of said proposals. Such advertisements shall state
29 the time and place where plans and specifications of
30 proposed work or supplies may be had and the time
31 and place for opening the proposals in answer to said
32 advertisements, and shall reserve to the city or town
33 the right to reject any or all of such proposals. All
34 such proposals shall be opened in public. No bill or
35 contract shall be split or divided for the purpose of
36 evading any provision of this section.


