
HOUSE 506

By Mr. Jones of Barnstable, petition of Benjamin F. Bourne that
consent of towns be required as a condition precedent to discon-
tinuance of state highways within their limits. Highways and Motor
Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act to require the Consent of Towns as a Condition to
the Discontinuance of State Highways within their
Limits.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would,
2 in part, defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Section twelve of chapter eighty-one
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section twenty-four of chapter three hundred and
4 ninety-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 one is further amended by inserting at the end of the
6 first sentence thereof the following words: The dis-
-7 continuance of the portion of a state highway lying
8 within the limits of any town shall not become effective
9 until such town, at a meeting duly called for the pur-
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:



HOUSE —No. 506. [Jan. 1933.2

10 pose, has approved such discontinuance, —so that
11 said section shall read as follows; Section 12. The
12 department, with the concurrence of the county com-
-13 missioners, may discontinue as a state highway any
14 way or section of way laid out and constructed under
15 the provisions of section five by filing in the office of
16 the county commissioners for the county and in the
17 office of the clerk of the town in which such way is
18 situated a certified copy of a plan showing the way so
19 discontinued and a certificate that it has discontinued
20 such way; and thereafter the way or section of way so
21 discontinued shall be a town way. The discontinu-
-22 ance of the portion of a state highway lying within the
23 limits of any town shall not become effective until such
24 town, at a meeting duly called for the purpose, has
25 approved such discontinuance. Said department may
26 also abandon any land or rights in land which may
27 have been taken or acquired by it by filing in the office
28 of the county commissioners for the county and in the
29 office of the clerk of the town in which such land is
30 situated a certified copy of a plan showing the land so
31 abandoned and a certificate that it has abandoned
32 such land, and by filing for record in the registry of
33 deeds for the county or district in which the land lies a
34 description and plan of the land so abandoned; and
35 said abandonment shall revest the title to the land or
36 rights abandoned in the persons in whom it was vested
37 at the time of the taking, or their heirs and assigns.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


