
By Mr. Otis of Pittsfield, petition of James J. Casey, chairman of
the legislative committee of the Association of Massachusetts Asses-
sors, that the time be restricted within which applications for abate-
ments from local taxationmay be filed. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Application for Abatement from
Local Taxation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section six of chapter fifty-eight Aof the General
2 Laws, Tercentenary edition, is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting in line nineteen after the word “right” the
4 words: within thirty days after the expiration of
5 said four months, so that said section will read as

6 follows: Section 6. The board shall have jurisdic-
-7 tion to decide appeals under the provisions of sections
8 eleven, fourteen and twenty-five of chapter fifty-eight;
9 of clauses seventeenth and twenty-second of section

10 five of chapter fifty-nine; of sections seven, thirty-
-11 nine, sixty-four, sixty-five, seventy-three and eighty-
-12 one of said chapter fifty-nine; of section two of
13 chapter sixty A; of sections forty-five and fifty-one
14 of chapter sixty-two; of sections two, five, eighteen
15 A, twenty-eight, fifty-one, sixty and seventy-one of
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16 chapter sixty-three; of section six of chapter sixty-
-17 four; of sections five and ten of chapter sixty-four A;
18 of sections twenty-five and twenty-six of chapter
19 sixty-five; of section four of chapter sixty-five A;
20 and under any other provision of law wherein such
21 jurisdiction is or may be expressly conferred. Except
22 as otherwise provided by law, no appeal to the board
23 shall stay the collection of any tax or excise. When-
-24 ever the commissioner of corporations and taxation,
25 in this chapter called the commissioner, or a board
26 of assessors before whom or which a petition for the
27 abatement of a tax is or shall be pending fails to act
28 upon said petition, except with the written consent of
29 the petitioner, within four months of the date of the
30 filing of such petition for abatement, the petition shall
31 be deemed to be denied, and the taxpayer shall have
32 the right within thirty days after the expiration of
33 said four months to take any appeal from such de-
-34 cision to which he may be entitled by law, in the
35 same manner as though the commissioner or board of
36 assessors had in fact denied the said petition. The
37 period limited in any statute for taking an appeal to
38 the board of tax appeals shall not begin to run until
39 such a petition for abatement of a tax is in fact de-
-40 nied by the commissioner or board of assessors.


