
HOUSE 949

By Mr. Ryan of Somerville, petition of John J. Murphy, mayor of
Somerville, for investigation by a special commission of advisability
of establishing an emergency reserve fund to be used for relief in
times of unemployment or other public emergency. Rules con-
currently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by a
Special Commission relative to Suggestions and Rec-
ommendations for an Emergency Reserve Fund to be
established by Contributions by the State, Cities,
Towns and Industries of the Commonwealth.
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1 Whereas, During periods of depression causing un-
-2 employment the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 are obliged to provide funds out of the tax levy for the
4 purposes of relieving suffering and distress among the
5 citizens of the commonwealth, and
6 Whereas, Industrial and business enterprises of the
7 state during business depressions have been unable to
8 provide sufficient work or compensation to enable
9 their employees to adequately provide for their own

10 support and maintenance, but have left the whole
11 burden of caring for the unemployed to the welfare
12 department of the cities and towns of the common-
-13 wealth, and
14 Whereas, It seems only fitting and proper and in
15 accordance with true economic principles that business



2 [Jan. 1933.HOUSE No. 949.

16 and industry in times of prosperity should contribute
17 to an emergency fund to be used in periods of business
18 depressions or during any public emergency rather
19 than have taxes increased and levied upon business
20 and industry as well as the homes of citizens at a time
21 when they can least afford to pay heavy taxes.
22 Resolved, That a committee be appointed to study
23 and recommend a plan for a reserve fund by means of
24 which the state, cities, towns and industries shall con-
-25 tribute by law, annually, in the form of taxes, to a
26 fund under the control of the governor and state
27 treasurer whereby in times of business depression or
28 public emergency, the fund is to be made available
29 for welfare purposes only, by a vote of two thirds of
30 the city or town government of the municipality ef-
-31 fected, declaring that a public emergency exists.
32 Approval of the governor and governor’s council shall
33 be required, and the cities and towns shall participate
34 in the amount that they and the industries located
35 therein shall contribute.
36 The aforesaid reserve fund is to be accumulative
37 and used solely for welfare purposes in the relief of
38 distress and suffering caused during periods of un-
-39 employment due to business depression, conflagrations,
40 floods, or any other public emergency.


