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By Mr. Robert L. Lee of Boston, petition of James M. Curley,
mayor of Boston, that birth records of children born out of wedlock
be impounded. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act to Impound the Birth Records of Children Born
out of Wedlock.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section ten of chapter sixty-six of the General
2 Laws as appearing in the Tercentenary edition thereof
3 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following: This section shall not apply to records
5 pertaining to the birth of children born out of wed-
-6 lock, and filed with the office of a city or town clerk,
7 except upon order of the court, or request of the
8 person seeking his or her own birth record, or a person
9 whose public duties, in the opinion of the clerk, en-

-10 title him to the information contained therein, -so
11 as to read as follows: Section 10. Every person
12 having custody of any public records shall, at reason-
-13 able times, permit them to be inspected and examined
14 by any person, under his supervision, and shall fur-
-15 nish copies thereof on payment of a reasonable fee.
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16 In towns such inspection and furnishing of copies may
17 be regulated by ordinance or by-law. This section
18 shall not apply to records pertaining to the birth of
19 children born out of wedlock, and filed with the
20 office of a city or town clerk, except upon order of the
21 court, or request of the person seeking his or her own
22 birth record, or a person whose public duties, in the
23 opinion of the clerk, entitle him to the information
24 contained therein.


