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By Mr. Aspell of Boston, petition of John F. Aspell that use of
convictions in certain traffic cases as evidence to affect the credibility
of witnesses be prohibited. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act prohibiting the Use of Convictions in Certain
Traffic Cases as Evidence to affect the Credibility of
Witnesses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-three of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by adding at the end of
4 section twenty-one the following paragraph: The
5 word “misdemeanor” as used in this section shall not
6 be deemed to include violations of traffic regulations,
7 city or town ordinances or by-laws or of the laws
8 relating to the operation of motor vehicles, so as
9 to read as follows: Section 21. The conviction of

10 a witness of a crime may be shown to affect his credi-
-11 bility, except as follows:
12 First, The record of his conviction of a misde-
-13 meaner shall not be shown for such purpose after five
14 years from the date on which sentence on said con-

Cbc Commontoealtf) of S©asoacbusettsi



2 [Jan. 1933.HOUSE — No. 1102.

15 viction was imposed, unless he has subsequently
16 been convicted of a crime within five years of the time
17 of his testifying.
18 Second, The record of his conviction of a felony
19 upon which a fine only was imposed, or a sentence to
20 a reformatory prison, jail, or house of correction,
21 shall not be shown for such purpose after ten years
22 from the date on which sentence on said conviction
23 was imposed, unless he has subsequently been con-
-24 victed of a crime within ten years of the time of his
25 testifying.
26 Third, The record of his conviction of a felony
27 upon which a state prison sentence was imposed shall
28 not be shown for such purpose after ten years from
29 the date of expiration of the minimum term of im-
-30 prisonment imposed by the court, unless he has sub-
-31 sequently been convicted of a crime within ten years
32 of the time of his testifying.
33 The word “misdemeanor” as used in this section
34 shall not be deemed to include violations of traffic
35 regulations, city or town ordinances or by-laws or of
36 the laws relating to the operation of motor vehicles.


