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By Mr. Hickey of Boston (by request), petition of John J. Reardon
relative to methods of taking action in certain cases by the board of
appeal in the building department of the city of Boston. Mercantile
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to the Method of taking Action in Cer-
tain Cases by the Board of Appeal in the Building
Department of the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seven of chapter five hundred
2 and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the fifteenth line,
4 the word “unanimous” and inserting in place thereof
5 the following: —in writing and shall require the
6 assent of at least three members.

1 Section 2. Section nineteen of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and eighty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and twenty-four, as most recently amended by sec-
-4 tion one of chapter sixteen of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-one, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out, in the sixth to eighth lines of the third
7 paragraph, as appearing in section one of chapter
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8 three hundred and fifty of the acts of nineteen hun-
-9 dred and twenty-six, the words “No such variance
10 shall be authorized except by the unanimous decision
11 of the entire membership of the board” and inserting
12 in place thereof the following: Such variance shall
13 require the assent of at least three members, —so
14 that said third paragraph will read as follows:
15 The board of appeal may vary the application of
16 this act in specific cases wherein its enforcement would
17 involve practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship
18 and wherein desirable relief may be granted without
19 substantially derogating from the intent and purpose
20 of this act, but not otherwise. Such variance shall
21 require the assent of at least three members, rendered
22 upon a written petition addressed to the board and
23 after public hearing thereon, of which notice shall be
24 mailed to the petitioner and to the owners of all
25 property deemed by the board to be affected thereby
26 as they appear in the most recent local tax list and
27 also advertised in a daily newspaper published in the
28 city of Boston. The board may adopt rules, not in-
-29 consistent with the provisions of this act, governing
30 notice and procedure.


