
Department of Corporations and Taxation,
State House, Boston, January 20, 1933.

To the Honorable House Committee on Rules
The Associated Jewish Philanthropies, Inc. seeks

through petition authority to adopt certain by-laws
regulating the custody, investment and management of
all or any part of its funds or property.

This corporation was organized under General Laws,
chapter 180 (Ter. Ed.), its purpose being “to co-ordi-
nate the activities of the Jewish philanthropic, educa-
tional and communal organizations of Boston; to foster,
develop and encourage such agencies as will best pro-
mote the welfare of said community; to co-operate to
the fullest extent with all non-Jewish groups engaged
in similar effort.

. .

.”

The petition here presented asks the power to make
by-laws regulating the custody, investment and manage-
ment of the whole or any part of its funds or property
received by it by gift, bequest or devise to be devoted
to the purposes for which it is incorporated. Such a
corporation may now under general laws provide in its
by-laws “. .

. the manner in which, and the officers and
agents by whom, its purposes may be accomplished,

(Section 7, chapter 80.)
If this were all, there probably would be no necessity

for action by the General Court, but the petition also
provides, having made a by-law for the custody and
management of its funds and property, such a by-law
may not later be subject to change or amendment. The
power to make by-laws and to change them is a part of
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the powers of the members of such corporations. The
power to make irrevocable by-laws would require a
special act, and I suppose it is for this reason that the
petition is offered. The right to exercise such a power
would require special legislation, and a by-law once
adopted under such a power, providing that it shall
not be subsequently amended, would also require legis-
lation to change it.

The provisions of section 7 of chapter 3 of the General
Laws, as last amended by chapter 107 of the Acts of
1926, require that this kind of a petition be filed with
the Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation on or
before November first, prior to its presentation to the
Legislature. The filing not being made in compliance
with the statute, the General Court only is authorized
to permit the consideration of this petition.

As this corporation was not organized for business or
profit that part of section 7 of chapter 3 of the General
Laws which requires the payment of a filing fee with
petitions is not applicable to this corporation and none
is paid.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation
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By Mr. Pratt of Saugus, petition of Louis E. Kirstein and another
relative to powers of the corporation known as Associated Jewish
Philanthropies, Inc. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to the Powers of the Associated Jewish
Philanthropies, Inc.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Associated Jewish Philanthro-
-2 pies, Inc. a corporation organized under General
3 Laws, may at meetings duly called for the purpose
4 adopt by-laws regulating the custody, investment
5 and management of the whole or any part of its
6 funds or property heretofore or hereafter received
7 by it by gift, bequest, or devise, to be devoted by
8 said corporation to the purposes for which it is or
9 may be incorporated, and may provide that any or

10 all of such by-laws shall not be subject to amend-
-11 ment so as to affect the custody, management or
12 investment of such property or the application of
13 the income or proceeds thereof; provided, however,
14 that such by-laws shall not affect, change or limit
15 the purposes to which such property is directed to
16 be devoted by the testator or donor of such property.

Cfic (Eommontocaltf) of egassac&usetts



HOUSE No. 1163. [Jan. 1933.4

1 Section 2. An addition to or change of the pur-
-2 poses of said corporation shall not affect the appli-
-3 cation of any gift, devise or bequest made to said
4 corporation prior to the making of such addition or
5 change, or of the proceeds of such gift, devise or
6 bequest, if by the terms of any by-law theretofore
7 adopted by said corporation, the application of such
8 gift, devise or bequest is limited to the purpose for
9 which said corporation was organized at the time

10 of the receipt of such gift, devise or bequest.


