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Executive Department, Boston, June 1, 1933.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In compliance with your request expressed in certain
resolutions adopted by the House of Representatives, May
22, 1933, and by the Senate, May 25, 1933, for such
action as may be necessary to secure the allotment of any
funds that may be available for distribution to this Com-
monwealth under the provisions of an Act of Congress of
the United States, passed May 12 in the current year, and
to report to the General Court from time to time the
progress of any negotiations resulting from action taken,
I beg to inform you that request has been made for the
allotment of funds under certain provisions of said Act, by
which a contribution of one-third of the welfare cost is to
be made by the Federal government to this Common-
wealth. I further inform you that under the provisions
of this request, such funds will accrue to the Common-
wealth as a contribution without obligation of repayment

moral or otherwise.
In this connection, much has been said concerning the

advisability of borrowing from the Federal government or
certain of its agencies, particularly the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, under other Federal enactments.
May I remind you that no authority is vested in the
Governor or any other officer of the Commonwealth by
any provision of the Constitution for the borrowing of
funds, either from the Federal government or any other
agency. In order to take advantage of any enactment
of the Federal government, it will be necessary for the
General Court to enact necessary legislation conferring
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upon me express authority to that end. If it is your
desire that the Commonwealth resort to such a method of
financing, it is incumbent upon you to pass such enabling
legislation, without which it would be impossible for me
to act.

In any event, I should look upon such a procedure with
reluctance; and in no event would I approve such legis-
lation if it were mandatory.

JOSEPH B. ELY.


