
HOUSE 1573

I

k

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In the latter part of 1932 I appointed a commission to
study and report as to the best method of regulating the
liquor traffic in the event of the repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment. This report was transmitted to you with
a message in the early part of 1933. No action has yet
been taken in regard to it except as action became neces-
sary to provide a method of control for the manufacture
and sale of beer because of the modification of the Vol-
stead Act.

The Congress has submitted to the several States the
Twenty-first Amendment repealingthe Eighteenth Amend-
ment, and it has already received the approval of sixteen
States. A sufficient number of other States have taken
necessary action to make repeal of the Eighteenth Amend-
ment possible before the General Court convenes for the
1934 session. The demand for appropriate legislation

regulating the liquor traffic in Massachusetts will in-
crease as the date of repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment
approaches, and unless action is taken before prorogation
of this session, it will be necessary, I believe, either to
call a special session during the latter part of this year
or to hastily enact appropriate legislation upon the as-
sembling of the General Court in 1934. In either event,
your action must of necessity be hastily considered and
my approval of it be made under pressure which is not
necessary at the present time.

I am not unaware of the difficulties which have con-
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fronted you during your protracted session. These are
strenuous times, not alone for legislators but for the
executive branch of the government as well. The re-
sponsibility of your office is greatly accentuated by the
necessity for legislation to meet the constantly changing
.conditions. You in your official positions, and lin mine,
are soldiers in this war to rehabilitate the economic and
social conditions of the' State. As soldiers we are not
permitted to recognize either our own convenience or
the financial handicap which these times impose. The
only thing that we can see or consider is the necessity of
finishing our job. In my opinion it is not finished until
suitable legislation for the control of the liquor traffic is
accomplished during this session. Any failure to act
must create a responsibility resting with you for the de-
lay of the right of the people to enjoy the privileges as
well as the economic advantage flowing from immediate
taxation growing out of the repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment. Do you wish to shoulder that responsi-
bility? Ido not think so.

There are other considerations of equal importance
urging the immediate enactment of these laws. You are
about to consider a program of public works in coopera-
tion with the Federal government and are planning to
finance that program, in part at least, from the expected
revenues incident to the legalizing of the liquor traffic.
It would greatly strengthen the soundness of the program
if those who will be charged with the administration of it
could turn to the statutes of Massachusetts and find what
the expected revenue would bring in to the Treasury. It
would greatly bolster the soundness of a program which
we are probably obliged to undertake, if the methods of
taxation of the liquor traffic were now definitely settled.

This Commonwealth, as well as the rest of the country,
is confronted with a condition of lawlessness and dis-
respect for law without comparison in the history of
strongly organized governments. It is largely the result
of the Eighteenth Amendment. If you were to set up a
code of law's to become operative upon the repeal of that
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Amendment, it would then be possible for the enforcing
arm of the government to set its course and to make
progress in overcoming this great evil.

I trust you will understand that this message is sent
to you without any desire to promote a stubbornly con-
ceived opinion, but with a desire to create that spirit of
cooperation between the executive and legislative branches
which is absolutely necessary in these times to overcome
unfavorable conditions.

JOSEPH B. ELY.




